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Tackling
addiction
and suicide
Impacting individuals
and families.
jason reasor
church planter

Evangelism: An act of obedience
to the Great Commission
quin williams
state missionary

We had our 2020 Evangelism Conference on
the schedule for over a year. February 3-4 was
going to be a time of worship, fellowship, teaching, and encouragement. Everything was in
order and ready to go. On Sunday most of the
team had come into Casper early, prepared to
minister in a variety of ways as the Conference
would unfold.
But, alas, the Wyoming weather had a different idea. A major and severe winter storm
blew into Casper Sunday night, by daylight on
Monday, just about everything in Casper was
shut down. The schools were closed, all roads
coming in and going out were closed. The

airport canceled all flights. The authorities had
put out “no unnecessary travel” warnings on all
roads and streets that remained open. So, with
all that, the decision was made to cancel the
conference.
Before I get into what I want to say in this
article, I want to thank everyone that worked
so hard in the planning and preparation for
our Evangelism Conference. Thank you to our
planning committee. Dean Whitaker, Chris
Sims, Daniel Brubeck, Craig Waters, and John
Burns worked long and hard putting all this together. Thank you to the program personalities.
Doug Hixon, Paul Martin, John Burns, Don
Sullivan, Tyler Martin, and Tim Hickman had
prepared various aspects to lead us throughSee EVANGELISM on pg. 4

Jack was a Mormon who had been
excommunicated due to his alcohol use.
We encountered Jack on the street one
day as we were handing out flyers for the
church and he had
been drinking heavily.
We talked extensively
with Jack noticed
that he kept referring
to not being good
enough. We began
sharing that no one is
righteous and that all
have sinned before the
REASOR
Lord. And that this is
why Christ came - to
call sinners, not the righteous, to repentance because none of us are good enough.
We could see a change in Jack as we shared
these truths, and he allowed us to share the
full Gospel with him and to pray over him.
I have been in Pinedale, Wyoming since
2016 attempting to plant a church. We meet
weekly for Sunday School and worship and
are still on the small side of things. The
overall population of our town is approximately 2,200 with the nearest full-time
working traffic light 80 miles away. We are
See ADDICTION on pg. 7
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Praise God: Our prayers have been
faithfully answered

Casper
Boyd Avenue Baptist Church in Casper has
called Ed Tharp as pastor. Ed (and Rebecca)
has served Boyd Avenue for 22 years, as Youth
Pastor, Student Pastor, and Associate Pastor.
He has served Wyoming Southern Baptists for
many years as well, as a leader in Collegiate
Ministries, Youth Ministries, and Camp Ministries.
Ed recently graduated from Gateway Seminary
with a Masters of Theological Studies degree.
Ed holds Diplomas in Christian Ministry and
Theology from Gateway as well, through
the Wyoming Southern Baptist Center for
Leadership Development. We are very proud
and thankful for Ed and his family and look
forward, by God's grace, to many more years
of ministry together.

Buffalo
Reuben (and Brittany) Marlow is the new youth
pastor at Big Horn Baptist Church. Reuben
is a student at Gateway Seminary through
our Wyoming Southern Baptist Center for
Leadership Development. Reuben began his
ministry at Big Horn Baptist in November.
Laramie
Doug Wookey, Director of Collegiate Ministry at
the University of Wyoming reports he baptized
seven as fruit from the student ministry!

Wright
Shane Haynes (and Nina) has recently been
called to pastor Wright Baptist Church.

Torrington
On Friday night, January 24, Lifeway Church
held “A Big Thank You” banquet for the
many volunteers who have shared in the
church’s ministry. God has blessed the church
in multiple ways over the past year. Pastor
Cody Dyer brought words of thanksgiving and
encouragement, thanksgiving for the past and
encouragement for the future.

Moorcroft
Dan Underwood (and Shaunell) is the new
pastor at First Southern Baptist Church in
Moorcroft. Dan is a graduate of Gateway
Seminary, through the Wyoming Southern
Baptist Center for Leadership Development.
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Giving your life to small places
don whalen
church planting strategist

L

ife and ministry in Wyoming is small. By that,
I don’t mean that it is unimportant, it’s just that
life and ministry in Wyoming usually takes place
in smaller communities, in a rural settings more
like Nazareth than Rome or even Jerusalem.
But, small and rural isn’t as unusual as you might think.
More than 3 billion people around the world, nearly half of
the world’s population, live in small rural communities that
are remote, not necessarily noteworthy and all too often
forgotten.
Many look at ministry in small places as un-strategic,
unimportant and undesirable, but God sees those small
places differently. He sees people that He
loves, people whose lives are broken by
sin and in need of a Savior. Consequently,
small places are important places that
can’t be overlooked or ignored.
A few years ago, Medicine Bow
Baptist Church made the decision to
end ministry and close their doors for
the last time. At the time, some may
WHALEN
have thought that it was sad to see them
close, but in a small town like Medicine
Bow, they probably wouldn’t be missed. Thankfully, when
Medicine Bow Baptist Church closed their doors, the
building that remained was deeded to the state convention,
where it sat maintained but idle for several years. However,
God was not idle. Behind the scenes God was at work,
undergirded by the prayers of several who felt a burden to
see a new “Gospel centered” church planted in Medicine
Bow, Wyoming.
In January of 2019, the leaders of WindCity Church,
Casper, met with the WSBMN staff to share their desire to
expand their Kingdom influence and share the Gospel with
the residents of Medicine Bow, Wyoming. The decision
was made to deed the building to WindCity Church and to
pursue this new beginning.
The building was remodeled, WindCity Church leadership
teams were developed, community ministry began and the
first public worship service of WindCity Church, Medicine
Bow, took place on Sunday, March 30, 2019.
Out of those leadership teams that were developed for
ministry, God called Justin and Misty Stockton to serve as
lead church planters in this new work. Justin has served as
an elder of WindCity Church, Casper, but affirmed God’s call
upon his life to lead this new work. What makes this doubly
exciting is, God raised up and called local Wyoming folks out
of a Wyoming congregation to lead in this new church plant.
Medicine Bow Wyoming, once again, has a visible Gospel
presence as WindCity Church, Medicine Bow builds

“There is no town so
small that it doesn’t
need a faithful church
sharing the Gospel,
ministering in the
name of Jesus and
loving people into the
Kingdom of God.”
relationships, serves people and extends the influence of
the Kingdom as members of the Medicine Bow community
live out and share their faith daily and as the Body of
Christ meets each Sunday at 1:00pm for God’s Glory and
community transformation.
The Medicine Bow Church Planting efforts remind us of
some important and valuable lessons about planting and
replanting in rural Wyoming.
First, there is no town so small that it doesn’t need a faithful
Church sharing the Gospel, ministering in the name of
Jesus, and loving people into the Kingdom of God. There
are still 60+ rural communities around Wyoming without an
evangelical church. It is possible, in these communities, to be
born, live, and die without a body of faithful believers present
to share the hope of Jesus Christ. Pray that God will call and
empower men and women from our Wyoming churches to
meet this huge need.
Second, God is actively raising up and calling out men
from our Wyoming churches to step into leadership roles
as pastors, planters and replanters in many of our rural
Wyoming communities. They will require a faithful sending
church that will walk with them in the process of church
planting and replanting. They will also need faithful
multiplying pastors who will help mentor, train and coach
them as they follow God into this important leadership role.
Could your church accept that important role?
Third, we’ve learned that God is faithful in the big places
and in the small places. When we are faithful to fulfill the
Great Commission, making disciples who make disciples,
Jesus promises that He will build His Church (Matthew
16:18). That is a promise that we can stand on and in faith
actively pursue.
Is God calling you or your church body to become
involved? If so, contact your Wyoming church planting team
for further information about ministry in small and large
communities of Wyoming.
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PRAY

harvest
for the

Pray for churches seeking God’s
direction for a new pastor.

David Schroeder
South Region
• First Baptist Church,
Hanna
• First Baptist Church,
Saratoga
• Foothills Baptist
Church,
Encampment
• Wamsutter Baptist
Church, Wamsutter
• Yellowstone Baptist
Church, Cheyenne
Fred Creason
Northeast Region
• Clearmont
Community Church,
Clearmont
• Iglesia Bautista Principe de Paz, Casper
• Westside Baptist
Church, Gillette
Dale Bascue
West Region
• Warm Valley Baptist
Church, Pavillion
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the conference. Thank you to College Heights
Baptist Church that was prepared to host our
Tuesday lunch. Thank you to Pam Hans and
Beth Williams who had put in untold hours
getting all the details worked out for the conference. To all of these, I want to say, “Thank you.”
Also, I want you and everyone to know how
badly I felt, when the decision to cancel had to
be made. It hurt my heart to see all this hard
work blown away by a Wyoming winter storm.
While I cannot find a good way to spin the
cancelation of the event. I also want us to keep
in mind that the power of evangelism across
our great state is not dependent upon whether
we have a meeting. As we all understand, evangelism rarely happens at an Evangelism Conference. Evangelism truly happens in and through
and by our local churches. Our conferences are
times of training and encouragement. The goal
of our conferences is to be of assistance, so that
our churches can evangelize.
We all know that evangelism is an act of
obedience to the Great Commission that Jesus
gave to His Church. Shortly after any church
or denomination slows or ceases its evangelistic efforts, decline, then decay, then death
soon follows. While I am disappointed that
we did not have our conference this year, I am
strongly encouraged to know that evangelism is
still being carried on throughout our Network
of churches. In fact, it is my plan (Lord willing) on the day that I am writing this article,
to attend a baptism service at one of our local
churches here in Casper tonight. How exciting is that? Also, I get reports on a very regular
basis from all over Wyoming that churches are
baptizing people. This means that the Gospel is

“Evangelism is an act
of obedience to the
Great Commission
that Jesus
gave His church.
alive and well. It means that evangelism is also
going on all over the place. I find these things
to be encouraging to me, even though I was
so very disappointed in the cancellation of our
event.
So, you may be asking what is the future of
our Evangelism Conferences here in Wyoming?
The 2021 Evangelism Conference is scheduled
for January 25-26 at the Ramkota Hotel in
Casper. The plans for that meeting are already
far along and to change it at this time would
be difficult. I do believe that conversation will
begin soon to look down the road a little farther
to see if there may be a better time for this
conference. Through the years, the Evangelism
Conference has proven to be highly valued by
many of our churches and pastors. But, it is
always wise to review what we do to see if there
is a time or a way in which these things can be
done more effectively.
Thank you for your patience and your understanding. I hope to see you at our 2021 Evangelism Conference. I believe it will be a valuable
and productive time. Let us just hope and pray
that the Wyoming weather will be more cooperative in 2021 that it was in 2020.
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CALENDAR
MARCH

1-8
Week of Prayer for NAMB
Annie Armstrong Easter
Offering
12-14
Church Planter and Wives
Retreat, Lander, Holiday Inn
Express
27-28
West Region Pastors retreat,

APRIL

3-4
Collegiate Ministries
Directors’ Planning Retreat,
WSBMN
13
WSBMN Closed; Easter
Holiday
16
Administrative Team
Meeting, WSBMN Resource
Center, 3 – 8 p.m.

of

EVENTS

17
Executive Board Meeting,
WSBMN Resource Center,
10 a.m. – 4 p.m.
17-18
Vacation Bible School
Clinic, Mills, Mountain View
Baptist Church
22
Support Staff Appreciation
Day
24-25
Preacher School, Riverton,
United Baptist Church
24-25
Youth Evangelism
Conference, Casper,
College Heights Baptist
Church

MAY

5

12-13
Denver Church Planting
Assessment Retreat

15-16
South Region Women’s
Retreat, TBD
16
Gateway Seminary CLD
Graduation Denver, CO
25
WSBMN Closed, Memorial
Day
30
West Region Executive
Board, TBA, 10 a.m.

JUNE

5-6
SBC Crossover, Orlando, FL
7-8
SBC Pastors Conference
8
WMU SBC Meeting
9
SBC Committee Meetings

2019 WSBMN Cooperative Budget Update
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Madagascar prepares to send missionaries
barbara singerman
contributor
In October of 2019, my husband, Jeff,
and I set out on a remarkable journey.
I cannot speak to leafy golden hues or
trees of burgundy brilliance dancing in
the cloudless skies. We were far from
our rainy or dry central African home
and even further from countries with
dramatically changing seasons. Instead,
October found us on the island nation
of Madagascar, where the sun reflects
off rice fields in cultivated areas, burns
against the desert grasses, touches the
baobab trees’ reaching fingers, and
barely glances the rainforest floor.
Malagasy Baptist leaders invited IMB
personnel to participate in an inaugural
event: Baptists from Madagascar
taking first steps toward sending their
own indigenous missionaries. IMB
representatives led the group through
discussions on topics such as a biblical
overview of missions, recognizing those
who are called to go, training methods,
and facets of support. Though leading
discussion, IMB personnel allowed
for local leadership to adapt biblical
missional knowledge to their cultural
context.
Gathered with the Baptist leaders
were Malagasy Baptist church planters,
who know well the extreme hardships
of going to the unreached in difficult
places. Bush taxis may bounce, lurch
and throw passengers against each
other for 10 long hours to cover only 90
miles. Where the bush taxis can’t go, the
church planters pedal hard-seat bikes
countless miles. Where bicycles can’t
go, they walk rough paths. Some travel
four days on foot and pass through
dangerous forests rife with criminals
to reach their target peoples. Where
they cannot walk, they paddle dug-out
canoes. When they sleep, they sleep
on the ground using watermelons for
pillows. Their wives struggle to help
place food on the table for their families
when they are away.
One beautiful young woman, with her
three-year-old hiding behind her skirt,
shared her contribution to the family
needs. “Every day I make hundreds of

IMB missionary Barbara Singerman joined Malagasy Baptist leaders in Madagascar in
October 2019.

RIGHT: Malagasy leaders knelt in prayer for the lost in Madagascar. They are willing to
sacrifice in order to bring the gospel to unreached areas of their country. LEFT: Malagasy
Baptist leaders in Madagascar gathered for training with IMB personnel. They are preparing to send missionaries to unreached areas of their island nation.

fried meat pies to sell. The oil splashes
on me and is scarring my face.”
Another said, “My husband and I
live in one room. That room is our
bedroom, living room, church and Bible
school.”
A common vision brought these
Baptist men and women together. Their
desire is for the Malagasy people of
Madagascar to know Jesus Christ. They
have counted the cost and are willing
to make sacrifices to accomplish their
goal.
As the conference was drawing to a
close, the participants—deeply struck
by the lostness in their country—
gathered around a large drawing of
Madagascar. Carefully, they mapped out
the areas of their work. Stepping back,
the gathered believers examined the

large areas with no evangelical work.
Nothing. They suspect that no voice is
proclaiming Christ, that lives are being
lived and lost, eternally, without Jesus.
In quiet reverence, they dropped to
their knees and earnestly prayed to the
Lord of the harvest.
I felt incredibly privileged to
participate in this event—to see men
and women desiring their nation to
know Christ, seeking to send out
missionaries from their poverty, falling
on their knees in humble supplication
that Christ be made known.
Barbara Singerman serves with the IMB in West
Africa with her husband, Jeff.
Photos from https://www.imb.org
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Set Free Riverton takes
the Gospel to the people
karen l. willoughby
contributor
RIVERTON –Set Free Church in Riverton is exemplary in its leadership, discipleship and Christian witness, state leaders say.
Set Free focuses on people who want to recover from drug- and/or alcohol abuse, but not limited to that. In Riverton, free housing and intensive
rehabilitative programs for men and women are combined with the areawide distribution of “rescue groceries” through a partnership with Food
Bank of the Rockies, Smith’s and Walmart.
“Set Free is doing a tremendous job of reaching people with the gospel,”
Dale Bascue told Wyoming’s Horizon. “They have made a positive impact
in Riverton for the Kingdom. Their food distribution ministry and work
blessings – yard work, snow removal, helping people move, etc. – are wellknown in the community and well-received.”
Bascue spoke of Mills’ spiritual commitment, passion for the gospel and
his ability to contextualize ministry to the culture without conforming to
the culture.
“Pastor Richard does a great job of knowing the culture of the people
God has called him to reach,” Bascue said. “He knows and understands
what they need most, and he is focused on meeting those needs without
compromising on biblical essentials.”
At last count, 1,230 men and women have gone through the Set Free
program since he started it in 2008. “We also have a congregation of about
30 and many graduates have joined other churches,” Mills told Wyoming’s
Horizon.
This includes about 400 people from the Crow Reservation near Billings, Montana, hundreds of women from northeast Florida, where there
is a Set Free for men but not women; many from the Denver area, and
dozens from the five courts in Riverton.
“We’ve been getting people from all over the Rocky Mountain area,”
Mills said. “The assistant D.A. [district attorney] told me he likes the results of the people in our program. And it’s become word-of-mouth.
“God knows how many have made professions of faith in Jesus as their
Lord in the last 11 years,” the pastor added. Through September of this
year, 348 people have been baptized at Set Free Riverton, while some go to
be baptized by their church family elsewhere.
“I’m not doing anything other than following Jesus,” Mills said. “I’m doing it because I love Him for what He’s done for me.”
Between 2005 and 2008 he went through Set Free’s structured program in California, which is identical to the one he leads today. There he
learned, “God says you’re a new creation in Christ,” Mills said. “I believe
that. I preach that.
“My main purpose is to teach them the Word of God, but I also have to
teach them how to be men and women,” Mills continued. “What we do
here is challenging for a lot of people. No anxiety or depression medications. I want them dependent on the Lord.”
Set Free Riverton’s rehabilitation ministry starts with a 60-day commitment; some staying much longer. If they stay longer, they can work
towards getting a job, saving money, getting fines paid, restoring driver’s
ADDICTION
continued from pg. 1
very remote from the everyday
conveniences of life.
Addiction and suicide are a big
issue where we live, and people do
not naturally seek help through
the church. To combat these situ-

ations, I went back to seminary
and attained a master’s degree in
counseling and now am a mental
health counselor. I have been able
to broaden our ministry in this
context.
I love helping people. Being able
to share the Gospel and seeing it
impact individuals and families is

“In 60 days, I’m going
to give them enough of the
Bible so they have knowledge
to make a decision about what
they wand to do out Jesus.
They’re going to know it,
not just hear it.”

- mills
licenses and more.
Each day starts at 5:30 a.m., followed at 6 a.m. with an hour’s study of
the book of Proverbs. Breakfast, house chores (there’s no paid staff) and
free time follow. Then there’s an hour of scripture memorization, an hour
of Bible study, and an hour of homework before lunch.
Afternoons involve an hour of Bible study, an hour of homework, and
then helping with food distribution and going out on various day labor
jobs where they work for donations – given to Set Free – to support the
ministry. Supper’s at 5 p.m. Evening Bible study starts at 6:30 p.m., followed by free time and bed.
“In 60 days they’re going to know as much about the Bible as I can teach
them,” Mills said. “My goal is to teach them how God’s Word applies to
their life.”
Rather than any pre-packaged curriculum, Mills uses the Holman
Christian Standard Bible – not the one with study notes in it; students are
to do their own study. Though the ministry is self-supporting, Mills did
acknowledge Set Free would be glad to accept donations of large-print
HCS Bibles.
“As you work through the Bible, you see different issues that affect
people’s lives today, like anger management. Look at King Saul and his
psychological problems. There’s no part of the Bible I don’t touch,” Mills
said. “In 60 days I’m going to give them enough of the Bible so they have
the knowledge to make a decision about what they want to do about Jesus.
They’re going to know it, not just hear it.”
A third of his students are on their third or four go-around with the
60-day regimen yet, “Easily 25 percent turn their lives around,” Mills said.
“And as one judge told me, ‘Even if they don’t stop doing drugs, they’re a
whole lot easier to deal with,’” after participating in Set Free’s program.

rewarding. I would also like to help
equip other pastors to deal with
these issues in their congregations.
Pray for more laborers to come
into the harvest field here. Also
pray for God to soften the hearts of
the people here to the Gospel.
Jason is a church planter serving
in Pinedale, Wyoming. This article

was published in the WMU Missions Mosaic, March 2020 as part
of an article featuring North American Mission Board missionaries.
Jason Reasor contact information: 205-604-8529 glcpinedale@
gmail.com
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called to ministry

Criticism:
How to respond in times of conflict
of me at some point.
If conflict arises with a pastor, I’m available to help
bring resolution, if other genuine efforts fail. When
church people turn to me, I try to help them weigh
f you are reading this, you are interested in the
and act on their concerns appropriately. I am willwork of Wyoming Baptists. Thank you for that! I
ing to listen. On occasion, I’ve listened for hours. But
suspect a few hundred people are key to the adpeople eager to go nuclear with Matthew 18, piously
vance of the Kingdom through our WSBMN. You
attacking a pastor will find that just doesn’t fly with
must be one of these committed
me. If there is a core of truth in their concerns, I want
persons. I thank God for you.
to help critics focus on that core so they can have
In this article, I will try to address
a fruitful conversation with the pastor. Under some
something rarely discussed in a pubcircumstances, I will participate in that conversation.
lic forum.
In most cases, people with honest agendas will find
How does the Missionary respond
that a clear path
if a pastor is criticized?
to resolution
As a regional missionary, my first
emerges. Everyloyalty is to the Lord and His Church.
SCHROEDER one is better off,
Let there be no doubt about that.
“My first loyalty is to the
and the Lord is
But close behind comes strong loyglorified!
Lord and His Church.”
alty to the pastors who serve churchYes,
if
in
some
es according to His call. This is to the strength of the
very rare inchurches, because secure pastors serve better than
stance a serious
beleaguered ones. Many of our pastors allow me to
moral failure has
be a support and an encouraging friend. I am deeply
occurred, my loyalty to the church will show first. Even
blessed to try to be, as some say, “a pastor to pastors.”
then, I want to be a voice of redemption and forgiveMaybe every regional missionary hears occasional
ness for a fallen servant. While serving in East Asia, my
complaints about pastors from church members.
wife and I were flown to support and counsel someMaybe not. If I hear concerns expressed, my immediate response is to affirm that pastor, even before I have one being terminated for “conduct unbecoming a
heard the issue someone may have with him. I’m will- missionary.” Believe me, the conduct was unbecoming.
But when someone blows up their life, we don’t need
ing to hear a merited complaint, but only after communicating my dogged support for pastors in general. to pour gasoline on them. If a church must part ways
How can I take such a stance? I can do no other, and with a pastor, I would ask the church to be fair and
gracious. This too is to the strength of the church. Let’s
here’s why. By virtue of my position, I assume evremember we’re all recipients of mercy.
ery pastor is God-called to ministry and to a specific
church. This not a stretch. I believe God really leads His
people. He really calls some to special service. More
practically, I don’t serve on pastor search committees
or vote when churches call pastors. I am happy to facilitate churches with pastor search, but otherwise I’m
not part of that sacred process. So, by what audacity
could I say I know better than God-led churches?
Obviously, some pastors are more gifted than others. But I love them all. Some pastors have long experience. Some have the exuberance of early ministry.
Some are polished. Some, like Moses, don’t talk good.
Some have matured in life and ministry to a beautiful
degree. Others have yet to learn from their mistakes.
Being human, all pastors have hurts that can impact
ministry if not resolved. I’m not picking on anyone.
Truthfully, most of these descriptions have been true
david shroeder
south region missionary
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Have a story
that needs to be
told?
Email Pam with
your story idea at
hans@wyomingsbc.org.

