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BUFFALO, Wyo. – “Completely unexpected 
and spontaneous,” a Wyoming state Baptist 
leader said, a total of 28 people were baptized 
at seven churches in the West region of the 
state on Aug. 25. “Plus several more in Septem-
ber and October!”

Reports like this punctuated the 36th annual 
meeting of the Wyoming Southern Baptist 
Mission Network Nov.7-8 at Big Horn Baptist 
Church, where Don Paulson is pastor.

“God is here and He’s getting stuff done all 
over the state,” State Missionary Quin Williams 
told 108 messengers from 48 of the Network’s 
98 churches, plus at least 16 guests.

The Network’s annual meeting Nov. 7-8 at 
Big Horn Baptist Church included much more 
than business:

•  Soaring praise and worship by the Big Horn 
Baptist praise team, supplemented with 
other worship leaders from across the state;

•  Riveting preaching, testimonies, and inter-
pretations of the annual meeting’s Contend 
for the Faith theme, all by Wyoming pas-
tors;

•  Exciting reports from state staff and video 
reports from SBC entity leaders;

•  Thirty-minute concert by singer/ventrilo-
quist Brent Vernon of Hobe Sound, Fla.

•  Bookstore provided by Our Brother’s Keep-
er Christian store in Rock Springs, Wyo.; 
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The WSBMN newly elected officers in-
clude from right to left, President: John 
Larramendy, pastor of Alcova Com-
munity Church. First Vice President: 
Dean Whitaker, pastor of United Bap-
tist Church in Riverton. Second Vice 
President: Ed Tharp, associate pastor 
at Boyd Avenue Baptist Church in 
Casper, and Baptist Collegiate Minis-
tries Director at Casper College. Front, 
Assistant Recording Secretary: Dawn 
Kenney, member of Mountain View 
Baptist Church in Mills.  Not pictured, 
Recording Secretary: Cheri Mickel-
son, member of First Southern Baptist 
Church in Powell.
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•  Southern fried chicken with all 
the fixin’s provided by the host 
church, plus twice-a-day snacks 
and the accompanying 30-min-
ute morning and afternoon 
breaks for maximum time for 
fellowship; and 

•  A security staff that with the 
aid of several cameras kept a 
360-degree watch outside on 
church property and in every 
meeting room inside the church 
throughout the two days of the 
annual meeting.

Business
The business itself consisted of 

passage of the 2020 budget, election 
of officers, and approval of changes 
to the constitution of Mountaintop 
Assembly owned by the Wyoming 
Network.

A $1,266,450 budget for 2020 
passed unanimously and without 
questions. This is a $45,199 de-
crease from the 2019 budget. Of the 
$525,175 anticipated in Coopera-
tive Program giving from Wyo-
ming churches, $136,951 – or 32.75 
percent of undesignated funds, 
unchanged from last year – is ear-
marked for national/international 
SBC causes. This is an anticipated 
$2,506 decrease from 2019.

Other income includes $397,500 
from the North American Mis-
sion Board, for administrative, 
church planting and evangelism 
costs. LifeWay Christian Resources, 
$67,000, including $7,000 for VBS 
and TeamWest training for Sunday 
School. 

The Wyoming State Mission 
Offering anticipates $83,075 from 
Wyoming churches. Another 
$178,500 is coming from “Regional 
Missionary Funding.” Registrations 
and fees are expected to bring in 
$6,100 and $9,100 is anticipated in 
interest income.

Each person was elected unop-
posed and unanimously. President: 
John Larramendy, pastor of Alcova 
Community Church. First Vice 
President: Dean Whitaker, pas-
tor of United Baptist Church in 
Riverton. Second Vice President: 
Ed Tharp, associate pastor at Boyd 
Avenue Baptist Church in Casper, 
and Baptist Collegiate Ministries 
Director at Casper College.

Recording Secretary: Cheri Mick-
elson, member of First Southern 
Baptist Church in Powell. Assistant 
Recording Secretary: Dawn Ken-
ney, member of Mountain View 

Baptist Church in Mills.
Changes to the bylaws of the 

state convention-owned Mountain 
Top Assembly to bring wording 
in alignment with the Wyoming 
Network’s, such as “state mission-
ary” replacing the previously-used 
“executive director,” passed without 
discussion.

Staff reports
Fred Creason, Northeast Region 

Missionary and coordinator of 
Wyoming’s CLD (Contextualized 
Leadership Development) program 
in cooperation with Gateway Semi-
nary, reported that 12 people are to 
graduate in May, 2929, and 98 since 
the program started in 2006. He’s 
begun using Zoom as a delivery 
portal, and as a result has students 
in Illinois, Indiana and elsewhere 
in addition to Wyoming.

In addition to the 28 baptisms 
Aug. 25 in the West Region, Mis-
sionary Dale Bascue listed the six 
or more international mission trips 
and the three Disaster Relief re-
sponses, to Houston, Nebraska and 
Iowa, taken in 2019 by Wyoming 
Southern Baptists in his area.

“Our house is in order and our 
finances are good,” reported South 
Region Missionary David Schro-
eder for the entire Network. A team 
from southern Wyoming has made 
plans to participate in ministry 
during the Olympics in Japan next 
year.

Other reports noted the strength 
of Baptist Collegiate Ministries in 
Wyoming, and Mountaintop Bap-
tist Assembly on Casper Mountain.

God’s activity
About 100 people live in Yoder, 

Wyo. Ten of them attend a fledgling 
Southern Baptist Bible study there 
that was started by Lifeway Church 
in Torrington, where Cody Dyer is 
pastor.

At last count, 102 people live in 
Bairoil. Twenty of them were pres-
ent one recent Sunday at the town’s 
only church, a Southern Baptist 
congregation called Bairoil Com-
munity Bible Church. “If it weren’t 
for this church, there’d be no gospel 
in Bairoil,” Williams said.

In another church, in a town with 
a population of about 200, the pas-
tor lamented he was only baptizing 
two or three people a year. “It was 
the fact that he was baptizing at 
least 1 percent of his community’s 
population every year that showed 
evidence of God’s great activity in 
small communities,” Williams told 
Baptist Press.

Two people recently were bap-
tized at Jeffrey City Community 
Church, a former boom town with 
maybe 60 remaining residents. 
“Two baptisms! In Jeffrey City! 
That’s cause to celebrate!” Williams 
told his listeners, and heard west-
ern-style exuberance in response.

The 10 members of Foothills Bap-
tist in Encampment have held the 
church together since May, when 
Pastor Allen and his wife Betty 
Shelton were killed in a head-on 
collision.

In the first two weeks Outfitter 
Church in Bar Nunn met for wor-
ship, two people made professions 
of faith. “I’m from Texas where I 
learned to brag,” said Planter Tyler 
Martin. “I moved to Wyoming to 
have something to brag about.” 

Rhen Etzelmiller – his wife  
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Passing the Gavel.   President John Constantine, pastor of Story Com-
munity Church passes the gavel to newly elected President, John Larra-
mendy.  Also pictured are Assistant Recording Secretary: Dawn Kenney, 
member of Mountain View Baptist Church in Mills. Quin Williams, State 
Missionary for the WSBMN and First Vice President: Dean Whitaker, pastor 
of United Baptist Church in Riverton.

New pastors from around the state introduced at the WSBMN Annual 
Meeting.

Don Whalen, Church Planting Strategist introduces Medicine Bow 
church planting team during his report to the WSBMN Annual Meeting.

See ANNUAL MEETING  
on pg. 4



dale bascue
west region missionary

The prophet Ezekiel lived in a dark time. It was a time 
of captivity. It was a time of uncertainty. It was a time 
of fear of the future and spiritual dryness. In this time 
of uncertainty, God took Ezekiel and placed him in a 
valley full of very dry bones. I have always found that 
intriguing. The bones weren’t just dry, they were “very 
dry” (Ezekiel 37:3). We have a deer skull in our back-
yard that has set out in the weather for 
about five years now. It is very dry. It is 
sun-bleached and brittle. This is what 
Ezekiel saw when he looked out over 
the valley of dry bones.

As he stood and looked at the very 
dry bones, God asks him a strange 
question: “Can these bones live?” If you 
were to ask me that question about 
the deer skull in our backyard, I would 
say, “No! There’s no way that deer will ever live again! 
He’s not only been dead for five years; he has fallen 
apart. He is sun-bleached and weathered. There is no 
possibility of life in that bone.” I’m sure Ezekiel was 
tempted to say the same thing to God. But he recog-
nized he was talking with God. His answer is just as 
amazing as the question. “God, you know.”

I’ve thought about that answer and have come to 
three conclusions about it. First, Ezekiel was making 
a statement of frailty on his part. He was admitting to 
not knowing what the future held. We have to agree 
with Ezekiel on this. We don’t know what will hap-
pen tomorrow. The Bible is filled with warnings about 
assuming we have time and can take care of things 
tomorrow. We can’t be presumptuous about what God 
will or will not do in the future. The future is a realm 
where only God works.

The second conclusion I make about Ezekiel’s answer 
is that he made a statement of fact – no one knows 
but God. Can these bones live? God, I don’t know; 
you are the only one who knows if the impossible will 
become possible. That’s a fact! Because of our frailty, if 
dead bones are to live, God alone can make it happen.

The third conclusion is that Ezekiel made a statement 
of faith. Because I am frail, and You alone can make the 

dead live, I’m just going to trust that you will do what 
is best.

You know the rest of the story. God tells Ezekiel to 
preach to the dead, dry, very dry bones. And they 
live! He tells Ezekiel to call out to the Breath (Spirit of 
God) and “breath came into them, and they lived, and 
stood upon their feet, an exceedingly great army” (Ezk. 
37:11). Ezekiel couldn’t do it and it could only happen 
if God willed it.

Can I draw an analogy from this story without de-
stroying the original intent? I hope you will allow me 
that privilege. I would like to compare this to church. 
Any church. Maybe your church. I get from this that if 
there is no Breath of God present in any church, it is 
filled with dead, dry bones. In this age of uncertainty 
and spiritual drought, many churches have given up 
and closed. They have died and dried up. Can these 
bones live?

Exegetically, we know that Ezekiel’s prophecy is one 
concerning the nation of Israel. The nation had died, 
but God wasn’t done with them yet. He was going to 
breath new life into His people and make them a great 
and mighty army. Allegorically, we can apply this to 
any church. With the lack of spiritual life in the church, 
the church is dead. But God desires to breath life into 
it. Two things are needed: a prophet to preach the 
Word of God to the dry bones, and the Spirit of God to 
move in their midst, bringing new life.

As Bill Henard wrote in his book Can These Bones 
Live, “In order for the church to be revived, it will de-
mand a mighty work of God’s Spirit. Following a par-
ticular methodology or program does not guarantee 
success. One might greatly desire for the church to 
revitalize and grow, but genuine church growth calls 
for more than personal passion. It requires the Spirit 
of God. Church revitalization begins with laying the 
foundation of God’s Word as it is preached and fol-
lowed through a movement of God’s Spirit. The two 
are inseparably linked.”

Pastor, be faithful to preach His Word. Church mem-
ber, pray that God’s Holy Spirit will move upon you 
and breath life into you, your brothers and sisters, and 
your church, so God can make you into the mighty 
army He wants us all to be!
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Whitney is due in January with their seventh 
child – is brand new as a church planter in 
Smoot, Wyo., near the Idaho border. A Wyo-
ming resident since he was in high school, it 
was his second year to attend the annual meet-
ing. 

“The encouragement of the men and women 
speaking, hearing their hearts, that’s what I 
come for,” Etzelmiller said. “Also fellowship.”

Exhortation
“Contend for the Faith,” with Jude 1:3 as its 

scriptural basis, was the theme for the annual 
meeting. Theme interpretations at the begin-
ning of each of six sessions expanded on the 
idea of contending – or standing up for – the 
Gospel. 

“The first place I have to contend for the faith 
is right here,” preached Richard Mills, pastor of 
Set Free Ministries in Riverton, as he pointed to 
his heart.

“Dependence on the Lord is the only way to 
fight, to contend for the faith,” Mills continued 
in what was the showcase “annual sermon” pre-
sented at Wyoming’s annual meeting. “How can 
we lead our congregation in the faith if we’re 
not willing to contend for the faith?”

Contend for the faith by staying in the Word, 
teaching doctrinal truth, discipling “faithful 
men,” and being strengthened by the Lord, 

Mills said.
“We have people leading in our national con-

vention who are serious about the spread of the 
gospel,” Williams said in his State Missionary 
Report. “Sharing the gospel is worth more than 
our best effort. It’s worth our all.”

Later, in his State Missionary Sermon, Wil-
liams preached from Philippians 1:9-11 as he 
told pastors and church leaders, “This is what I 
pray for you.” He prays for them to have uncon-
ditional love for their congregations and their 
communities, to use godly judgment, and to 
bear fruit.

“You are expected by God Himself to produce 
fruit,” Williams preached. “If you don’t, pruning 
isn’t comfortable.” And, he added, “Unrigh-
teousness spoils the fruit.”

The 2020 annual meeting of the Wyoming 
Southern Baptist Missions Network is set for 
Nov. 4-6 at Boyd Avenue Baptist Church in 
Casper. Johannes Slabbert, pastor of Water of 
Life Church in Cowley, is to bring the annual 
sermon. Brian Johnson, pastor of Risen Son 
Baptist Church in Thermopolis, is the alternate.

Karen L. Willoughby is a national correspon-
dent for Baptist Press, online news service of 
the Southern Baptist Convention. BP reports 
on missions, ministry and witness advanced 
through the Cooperative Program, and on news 
related to Southern Baptists’ concerns nation-
ally and globally.
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“Imagine if we found a unity that leads to more 
shared events hosted by big churches, mutual prayer, 
supportive fellowship between pastors, generous giving 
and quickness to help small churches.” 

 — SCHROEDER

During the International Mission Board’s Sept. 25-26 board of trustees 
meeting, the board welcomed 23 new trustees, including Daniel Brubeck 
from the Wyoming Southern Baptist Mission Network. He is the first Wyo-
ming representative to serve on the IMB board. 

Daniel lives in Cheyenne. He and his wife, Angela, have five children. Their 
family has continued to grow to include two sons-in-law; a daughter-in-law 
and three grandchildren. Daniel is the pastor of North Cheyenne Baptist 
Church where he has served for 3 years. Prior to serving in Cheyenne, Dan-
iel and Angela were with the IMB. They served in Tanzania for 9 years, Israel 
for 1 year, and in South Africa for 4 years. Daniel graduated from Southwest 

Baptist University with a B.A. and attended Midwestern Baptist Seminary. He loves to teach, 
lead Bible studies and see people mature in their faith. 

IMB Board of Trustees

BRUBECK

PRAY
for the harvest

Pray for churches seeking God’s 
direction for a new pastor. 

David Schroeder
South Region
•  First Baptist Church, 

Hanna
•  First Baptist Church, 

Saratoga
•  Foothills Baptist 

Church, Encamp-
ment

•  Wamsutter Baptist 
Church, Wamsutter 

Fred Creason
Northeast Region
•  Boyd Avenue Bap-

tist Church, Casper 
•  Iglesia Bautista Prin-

cipe de Paz, Casper 
•  First Southern Bap-

tist Church, Moor-
croft

•  Wright Baptist 
Church, Wright

•  Westside Baptist 
Church, Gillette 

Dale Bascue
West Region
•  First Baptist Church, 

Worland
•  Warm Valley Baptist 

Church, Pavillion 

*Served by Interim Pastor.

quin williams
state missionary

On October 31, Zach Edwards finished his tenure as a NAMB Church 
Planting Catalyst in Wyoming.  Zach was called to pastor Trinity Baptist 
Church in Fresno, California.  He, Amber and the family have moved there 
to start this new phase of their lives and ministry.  It is impossible to put 
into words, what Zach means to us here across our state.  It is also impossi-
ble to measure the impact that he had in the years that he served us.  While 
he was an employee of NAMB, Zach was all in for Wyoming.  The only loy-
alty he saw greater than to us was his loyalty to our Lord.  There is no doubt 
that Zach and Amber were a great blessing to us.  We will miss them and 
look forward to seeing how God uses them in the days to come.

Thank you, Zach

EDWARDS

ANNUAL MEETING 
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DECEMBER
5-7 
SDOM Fellowship meeting

9-11
LifeWay Leader Summit, 
Ridgecrest 

24-Jan 1  
WSBMN Resource Center 
Closed, Christmas

JANUARY
6 
WSBMN Resource Center 
Reopens

16-18 
Gateway Seminary Western 
Exec Meeting

16-18 
National Vacation Bible 
School Clinic, Houston  

19 
Sanctity of Human Life 
Sunday 

23 
South Region Executive 
Board Meeting, TBD 

FEBRUARY
3 
Executive Board 
Orientation, 9 a.m., WSBMN 

3-4 
WSBMN Evangelism 
Conference, Casper, 
Ramkota 

5-7 
TeamWest Sunday School 
Training, Albuquerque, New 
Mexico

10-13    
 State Executive Director 

Fellowship Meeting, Tucson 

10-13  
SBC Executive Committee 
Meeting, Nashville

24-25 
Send Network Gathering, 
Phoenix 

MARCH
1-8 
Week of Prayer for NAMB 
Annie Armstrong Easter 
Offering

12-14 
Church Planter and Wives 
Retreat, Lander, Holiday Inn 
Express

27-28 
West Region Pastors retreat, 
TBA 

2019 WSBMN Cooperative Budget Update



•  On Saturday and Sunday, October 12-13, Imitate the Image Minis-
tries in Casper celebrated Pastor Bill Pierce’s 30 years of pastoral min-
istry. The celebration was filled with good food, fellowship, preaching, 
music, and worship. Congratulations to Brother Bill for reaching this 
milestone in his life and ministry. Pictures with Pastor Bill Pierce is Pas-
tor Randy Barnett, Bar Nunn Baptist Church.  

•  Outfitter church plant in Bar Nunn is now Outfitter Church. The 
church held a Covenanting Service on Sunday night October 13, with 
a time of food, fellowship, worship, and baptism. Congratulations to 
Tyler and Ashley Martin, and to the Outfitter Church family.

•  Jeffrey City Community Church celebrates baptisms. We’re really 
thankful for Pastor Rick Husk, and Hilltop Baptist Church (Casper) and 
Mountain View Baptist Church (Mills) who are partnering together in 
the Jeffrey City ministry.

•  Tongue River Baptist Church in Ranchester, WY, recently held their 
“Church on the Mountain Celebration.” A highlight of the service was 
a baptism in Sibley Lake. Thanks to Pastor Granger Logan for sending 
in the pictures.

•  About 100 ladies had a blessed time at their annual retreat on Casper 
Mountain the weekend of (September 6-7). They had a wonderful 
“Fearless” Bible study (Dana Kinion), great worship music (Boyd Av-
enue Praise Team), scrumptious food (Starla Kull), and terrific fun and 
fellowship. If you missed it this year, you really missed it. Make sure 
you go next September!

•  Evidence of God working in western Wyoming is unmistakable. On 
Saturday, August 25, 2019, completely spontaneous and unplanned, 
six West Region churches baptized as many as 8 people. The churches 
included Morning Star Baptist Church in Alpine, Berean Bible Fellow-
ship in Afton, First Southern Baptist Church of Big Piney, Aspen Grove 
Baptist Church in Evanston, First Southern Baptist Church in Worland, 
and Set Free Church of Riverton.

•  First Southern Baptist Church, Powell, has called Bill Harvison as their 
new assistant pastor. Plans are to move him into a full pastoral posi-
tion once current pastor Don Rushing retires.

•  Sunday School teacher training was held at First Southern Baptist 
Church, Worland, on October 6. The Wyoming Sunday School team 
did a great job, and several people were trained at various age 
groups. A second training had been scheduled to be held in Thayne 
but was cancelled.
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CODY, Wyo. (BP) -- Cody Cowboy Church 
brings the “Wild Wild West” into the 21st century 
with its video recording ministry at each summer 
night’s rodeo in the famed Wyoming town.

It’s a ministry that started as a result of the dis-
cerning eye of church planting pastor Pat Alphin’s 
wife, Renee.

“We started out [recording] behind the buck-
ing chutes,” said Alphin, a former bull rider. “One 
of the contestants asked me to video his ride one 
night, so he could watch himself to see how he 
could improve.

“Renee told me later that night, ‘If we had a 
camera, what a ministry that would be.’”

Athletic skill improves when riders watch 
video of their performance and see what they did 
wrong, Alphin said, which is as true for rodeo 
contestants as for football players.

“When we first got up here [in 2016] we could 
see the multifaceted ministry we could do here, 
in the community, with ranchers, at the rodeos 
and with tourists,” Alphin told Baptist Press. “We 
get opportunities to share the Gospel with people 
from all over the world.”

Cody, an hour from the east entrance to Yellow-
stone National Park, claims its moniker -- Rodeo 
Capital of the World -- because it has one of the 
world’s longest-running rodeos and is the only 
place in the nation that hosts a rodeo every night 
of the summer, from June 1 through Aug. 31.

In addition to its nightly video ministry, the 
church plant hosts rodeo riders in its all-male, 
10-bed bunkhouse, and ministers in various ways 
to the community, tourists and ranch hands.

The Alphins were given a video camera by East 
Mountain Baptist Church in Gilmer, Texas, and 
bought a 32-inch television they set up where the 
contestants congregate under the bleachers.

“We started videoing the rough stock riders, the 
bull riders, bronc and bareback riders,” Alphin 
said. “Started coaching them. Then someone 
[from the bleachers above] spilled a beer on the 
TV.”

Now Cody Cowboy Church has a 65-inch 
television screen and computers in a big blue tent 
behind the bucking chutes. Two video cameras 
positioned around the rodeo grounds log each 
contestant, who can view replays, slow motion 
and multiple views for on-the-spot analysis as 
well as next-day coaching.

At 9 a.m. each day, contestants gather in the 
church’s bunkhouse to watch the previous night’s 
rides. Alphin was providing some coaching, but 
“the PRCA [Professional Rodeo Cowboy Asso-
ciation] caught wind of this, this year, and they’ve 
been coming up through the season and helping 
us coach,” the pastor said.

Alphin’s ministry roots date to high school 

when he rode bulls in Mesquite, Texas, and then 
competed on the professional -- PRCA -- circuit 
from 1974-1980.

“I was raised Southern Baptist but just had 
the religion part of it,” Alphin said. “When I got 
into a relationship with Jesus, all my bull riding 
friends fled.”

The Alphins, who had planted two cowboy 
churches in Texas, arrived in Cody in May 2016 
and began building relationships with townspeo-
ple, officials and participants in the nightly rodeo. 
Four people were present for the first worship 
service in January 2017, including the Alphins, 
but soon there were 20, and by summer 2017 
there were as many as 50.

“When winter hit we stayed at 40 to 50 and one 
Sunday this summer we had three baptisms and 
103 people in service,” Alphin said. “We average 
60 to 70, though.”

Financial stats tell of similar growth. In 2017, 
Cody Cowboy Church received $23,534 in un-
designated offerings, and gave $807 -- 3.4 percent 
-- to missions through the Cooperative Program, 
the way Southern Baptists work together in state 
conventions and throughout the world. In 2018, 
the church received $41,530 and gave $2,696 -- 
6.5 percent -- through CP.

“We believe in the Cooperative Program,” Al-
phin said. “It is an opportunity to be a part of the 

greater global plan even though we are a mission 
church with limited resources.”

Church members park cars during the week-
long Cody Stampede Rodeo June 30 through July 
4, assisted this year by mission teams from First 
Baptist Church in Atlanta and Mobberly Baptist 
Church in Longview, Texas.

Cody Cowboy Church and the two mission 
teams also fed breakfast to participants at each 
of three parades -- July 2, 3 and 4 -– and served 
three meals a day to all the contestants and work-
ers at the rodeo between June 30 and July 4.

Cody Cowboy Church also ministers to area 
ranches, recently baptizing five people from the 
Moon Crest Ranch near Cody. Last spring the 
church hosted an appreciation dinner for teachers 
at Cody’s junior and senior high schools.

“We came to Cody with no preconceived ideas 
on what this ministry would look like and let 
God define the ministry and mission field,” Al-
phin said.

“He does an amazing job at that when we let 
Him have the control. We have been so surprised 
and in our wildest thoughts could not have come 
up with or implemented this plan we have seen 
unfold.”

Karen L. Willoughby is a national correspon-
dent with Baptist Press.

As Cody Cowboy Church pastor Pat Alphin looks on, a coach from the Professional Rodeo Cow-
boys Association offers tips to contestants at the church’s bunkhouse as they watch videotape of 
the previous night’s rides. 

Cody Cowboy 
Church

Bull rider Bo Howell tackles a bull as it comes 
out of the chute at the Cody Stampede Rodeo.

Rodeo contestants can trek to the Cody Cow-
boy Church tent to watch in slow motion how 
they handled their rides a few minutes earlier.
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dr. fred creason
northeast region missionary 

Moses was born to lead.  Moses was born to suffer as 
well.  His was a life of great privilege, and even greater 
frustrations.  

Moses was engaged in conflict 
most of his life.  He would succeed at 
times, and fail at times, and rejoice at 
times, and grieve at times.  Through 
it all, Moses was faithful.  He found 
a place—a well-deserved place—
among the “heroes” of our faith.

Yahweh brought Israel out of Egypt, 
“by the strength of his hand” (Exod 
13:16).  Yahweh divided the waters of 
the Red Sea, and the people of Israel marched through 
on dry ground.  Yahweh destroyed Pharaoh’s army.  All 
the charioteers and horsemen who had pursued Israel 
were drowned in the sea.  And Yahweh used Moses to 
accomplish his victory.    

This would be the high point of Moses’ life.  The 
Israelites “feared” and “believed in” the LORD and “his 
servant Moses” (Exod 14:31).  For 80 years Moses had 
lived for this moment.  For the next 40 years Moses 
would look back on this moment.  Great victory would 
soon give way to great struggle.  

Most Christian leaders have moments of victory.  But 
for many of us, the struggles seem far greater than the 
victories.  Scripture reveals a principle, repeated often 
in the lives of God’s people:  great victory is often fol-
lowed by great conflict.  For Moses, the Exodus would 
be followed by the Wilderness.  We can struggle with 
the “wilderness” as well.

The people of Israel rebelled against Moses repeat-
edly, griping about their conditions, attacking Moses’ 
skills as a leader, attacking Moses’ motives as a leader.  
The attacks on Moses’ motives were the most painful 
of all.  Moses had the purest motives.  He sought to 
serve God and serve God’s people.  

The people of Israel lashed out at Moses: “If only we 
had died . . . in the land of Egypt, when we sat by pots 
of meat and ate all the bread we wanted” (Exod 16:3).  
“Why, now, have you brought us from Egypt to kill us 
and our livestock with thirst?” (Exod 17:3).  “Oh, that 
we had meat to eat!” (Num 11:4).  “Has the LORD spo-
ken only through Moses?” (Num 12:2).  “Let’s appoint 
a leader and go back to Egypt” (Num 14:4).  “Why then 
do you exalt yourselves above the assembly of the 
LORD?” (Num 16:3). 

Israel would pay a heavy price for her griping.  All the 
people 20 years old and older, except for Caleb and 
Joshua, would wander aimlessly in the wilderness and 
die without entering the promised land.  Moses would 
pay a heavy price as well.  He put up with as much 
griping as he could take, and he lashed out in anger at 
the “Waters of Meribah.”  “Listen now, you rebels: shall 
we bring forth water for you out of this rock?” (Num 
20:10)

God had said, “speak to the rock.”  Moses hit the rock.  
And Moses gave way to rage as well.  Moses’ actions 
would cost him dearly.  God pronounced judgment:  
Moses would not enter the promised land.

We marvel at 
Moses’ pa-
tience.  He had 
put up with 
these people, 
and their grip-
ing for nearly 
40 years. He 
was burned 
out, he was 
tired, he had 
reached the point where he just didn’t feel he could 
take it anymore.  But conflict can destroy a leader.  
Even the greatest of leaders have a breaking point, if 
we focus on circumstances rather than God.

We marvel at God’s judgment.  Why would one sin, 
one explosion of anger, prevent Moses from entering 
the land of Canaan?  As leaders, we can destroy our 
ministries and our reputations by the way we respond 
to conflict.  Great privilege brings great responsibility.  
God holds leaders to a higher standard.  

Moses begged God to change his mind.  But God’s 
decision was final.  Moses could climb Mount Pisgah 
and look out on the land of Canaan.  But Moses would 
not enter in.  

“Moses the servant of the LORD died” (Deut 34:5).  
God buried him in the land of Moab (Deut 34:6).  There 
can be no greater tribute to any man or woman, than 
for God to dig their grave, and lay their body to rest.  
But the “Waters of Meribah” kept Moses from the 
promised land.

Some of us, like Moses, will know more frustrations 
than victories.  Our ministries will be filled with con-
flict.  We too will be tempted to lash out in anger.  We 
must learn from Moses and watch out for the “Waters 
of Meribah.”  

Moses:
Watch out for the Waters of Meribah

h e r o e s  o f  o u r  f a i t h

We must learn from  
Moses and watch out 
for the “Waters of  
Meribah.”
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