
   

 

December 2023 

HORIZONS 

The outgoing State Missionary, Quin Williams is praying over the incoming State Missionary, Rondie Taylor and wife Melody at the Fortieth Annual Meeting.       

Joining them onstage is the other officers of the Executive Board: Assistant Recording Secretary Patty Martz, Recording Secretary Dawn Kenney,  

 President Pastor Ed Tharp, 1st Vice President Pastor Dave Brown, and 2nd Vice President Pastor Bill Harvison. 

Wyoming meets for 40th annual meeting 

By Karen L. Willoughby 

CASPER, Wyo. – The Wyoming Southern Baptist Mission Network celebrated its changing of the guard dur-
ing the state convention’s recent annual meeting. 

The Nov. 9-10 event took place at Boyd Avenue Baptist Church in Casper, with a theme of “Shining Togeth-
er” from Philippians 2:14-16. At least 225 people were present, including 112 guests and 113 messengers from 
43 of Wyoming’s 95 churches. 
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“It was a great meeting,” State Missionary (Executive Director) Rondie Taylor told Baptist Press. “We have a 
tremendous spirit of unity and excitement as we celebrate what God has done in the past and look expectantly 
to what He’s going to be doing in, with and through Wyoming Southern Baptists in the future.” 

It was Wyoming’s 40th annual meeting, and Taylor’s first as executive director, though he’s been in the state 
for seven years, planting Living Hope Church in Green River, southwest Wyoming. 

Taylor’s first day was Sept. 1. Dec. 31 is to be the last day for outgoing State Missionary Quin Williams, who 
will be finishing his fifth year, though previously he was pastor of Casper’s Boyd Avenue Baptist Church for 
not quite 23 years. 

“Those of you who know Rondie, know that our future as a network is indeed bright,” Williams told messen-
gers about Taylor in Williams’ final report as Wyoming’s state missionary. “He is an outstanding leader with 
the calling, gifts and skills to lead us into a future in which we will be more effective in the fulfillment of the 
Great Commission.” 

Ed Tharp, pastor of Boyd Avenue Baptist Church and 2024 president of Wyoming’s Mission Network, was 
one of several to heap high praise on Williams. 

“I am so thankful for Quin Williams and the many years he invested in our state,” Tharp told messengers. “As 
he retires at the end of this year, he will leave a legacy of commitment and faithfulness. 

“Rondie Taylor will do an excellent job of leading us into the future,” Tharp continued. “Both of these men 
have been a tremendous blessing, and we should count it as a blessing to have them serve in our state.” 

John Thomason and his wife Eleanor also were honored at Wyoming’s 40th annual gathering. He was called in 
1982 from a staff position with the Northern Plains Baptist Convention when Wyoming Southern Baptist 
churches voted to pull out from the oversized NPBC and establish a Wyoming convention. Thomason orga-
nized the fledgling state convention in 1983 and stayed for 20 years at its helm. 

Janice Trotter was recognized for the 25 years she has contracted with the Network as its bookkeeper; Don 
Whalen for 20 years, currently serving as Wyoming’s church planting strategist; and Fred Creason also for 20 
years. He is Northeast Wyoming’s regional missionary, and director of the Wyoming Southern Baptist Center 
for Leadership Development. 

Worship was led by the Boyd Avenue praise band. Tharp brought the president’s sermon. Reports were given 
by representatives of several SBC entities, from four executive board committees and from 11 leaders in 10 of 
Wyoming’s ministry areas: executive board, collegiate ministries, church planting, Northeast, West and South 
regions, Mountain Top Assembly, seminary, Church Leadership Development, and from the outgoing and in-
coming state missionaries. 

Business consisted of passage of one recommendation, the budget and election of officers. 

The recommendation was to delete in its entirety Bylaw 5, Section 4. 

The effect of this change would be the dissolution of the Wyoming Southern Baptist Convention Foundation. 
The assets of the Foundation would be taken over by the Network, according to the Executive Board’s recom-
mendation. 

Messengers approved a 2024 budget of $949,500, down from $968,090 in 2023 and $1,012,500 in 2022. This 
includes $410,000 anticipated from churches in Cooperative Program giving in 2024, down from $413,352 in 
2023. 
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WSBMN State Mission Offering Update 2023 

August             $8,110.07      114% of Monthly Budget 

September        $4,565.52        64% of Monthly Budget 

October           $13,385.26      187% of Monthly Budget 

Additional income is to include up to $210,000 from the North American Mission Board for evangelism and 
church planting, $186,000 from regional missional funding, and $105,000 from the state mission offering. 

Again this year, 10 percent of churches’ Cooperative Program giving – $41,000 – is to be forwarded to the 
SBC Executive Committee for global missions and ministries. 

Tharp was elected president. Dave Brown, pastor of Emmanuel Baptist Church in Rock Springs was elected 
first vice president. Bill Harvison, pastor of First Southern Baptist Church in Powell was elected second vice 
president. Dawn Kenny, member at Mountain View Baptist Church in Mills, was elected recording secretary. 
Patty Martz, member at Hilltop Baptist Church in Casper, was elected assistant recording secretary. 

“I really believe in the Wyoming Southern Baptist Mission Network,” Taylor told Baptist Press. “The support 
of other pastors here is great. I see the benefit of the Network in my life and for my family as well. 

“Wyoming pastors and our regional missionaries together help see the Gospel spread across Wyoming and be-
yond,” Taylor continued. That was my heart. I believe we do that better when we work together.” 

The 2024 annual meeting of the Wyoming Southern Baptist Mission Network is to take place in November in 
Casper. 

Evangelism Conference 2023 

“I Am Not Ashamed” was the theme for Wyoming’s 2023 Evangelism Conference.  Rob Lee, the Executive Director for 

the Utah/Idaho Southern Baptist Convention was able to be with us on the opening day.  He shared two challenging 

and inspiring messages on the value and meaning of our responsibility to fulfill the Great Commission that Jesus gave 

us.  Wednesday also featured a panel discussion.  The panel was made up of Rob Lee, Rondie Taylor, Don Whalen, and 

Quin Williams.  A number of topics dealing with local church approaches to evangelism and developing a culture of 

evangelism were discussed.   

Thursday morning features a message from each of our 3 regional missionaries.  Dale Bascue, Fred Creason, and Matt 

Maestas each brought messages that were scripturally accurate, culturally relevant, and personally inspiring.  These 

messages were punctuated by a testimony from Chris Furl, the pastor of Memorial Baptist Church in Wheatland.  All 

this brought to us the importance of evangelism and the variety of ways it can be accomplished. 

We all owe a great big thank you to Boyd Avenue Baptist Church, Ed Tharp pastor, for hosting our Conference and to 

the Boyd Avenue praise team for leading us in the times of music worship. 

Plan now to be a part of our Evangelism Conference in 2024. 
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WSBMN Region Celebrations! 

Northeast—Fred Creason 

West—Dale Bascue 

South-Matt Maestas 

PRAY for the Harvest 

Thank you for praying for churches seeking God’s  
direction for a new pastor. 

South Region:   

First Southern Baptist Church, Hanna* 

Open Range Cowboy Church, Baggs 

Unity Missionary Baptist Church, Cheyenne 

 

Northeast Region:  

Iglesia Bautista Principe de Paz, Casper 

Crossroads Baptist Church, Douglas 

Mountain View Baptist Church, Mills* 

Cambria Community Church, Newcastle 

Clearmont Community Church, Clearmont 

                    

West Region: 

 Wind River Church, Shoshoni 

 United Baptist Church, Riverton* 

 Crosspoint Baptist Church, Worland* 

 Lander Valley Baptist Church, Lander 

 Hillcrest Baptist Church, Riverton* 

 

*Served by Interim 

Wind River Church , Shoshoni has purchased the building 

they have been meeting in for the past two years. The 

church has been blessed by gifts from partners and their 

own members as they were able to purchase the building 

outright for cash.                                       

    Pastor John and Debbie Scudder have retired and moved 

to Florida. His last Sunday service was October 29th.  

In the Northeast region there has been a lot of activity. 

This includes several ordinations, new pastors, and 

laymen moving into pastoral roles. Please visit the 

Northeast Region of Wyoming Southern Baptist 

Churches’ Facebook page to see many of the pictures. 

Hillcrest Baptist Church, Riverton                                         

Mike Smith has retired as pastor. The church has extend-

ed a call to Fred Mitchell as associate pastor and will be 

ordaining him soon. 

Lander Valley Baptist Church, Lander                                

Pastor Shannon Arnold went home to be with the Lord on 

September 28, 2023. He leaves behind wife Rachel and 

three children. Rachel reported that the last words he said 

were the testimony he lived. As he was loaded in the life 

flight helicopter he said, “Jesus is Lord.” 

First Baptist Church, 
Rock River 
First Baptist Church in 
Rock River hosted a 
community holiday 
dinner  on November 
12th. They had 48 in 
service, and 52 from 
the community came 
into the building to eat dinner. With the takeout meals 
included, they served 150 people in the community. First 
Baptist is lead by Pastor Jack Chapman. 

Beacon Hill Church, Cheyenne 
At a meeting in October, Beacon Hill Church in Cheyenne 
voted overwhelmingly to pursue partnership with the Wyo-
ming Southern Baptist Mission Network. Beacon Hill is lead 
by Pastor TJ Smith.  
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Dear Wyoming Southern Baptists, 

As you are well aware, I am coming to the end of my time as your State Missionary/Executive Director.              

For 40 years, I was a pastor of local SBC churches, the last 22 ½ here in Casper at Boyd Avenue.  No greater 

title have I ever had than that of Pastor.  But, that being said, I cannot adequately put into words what an 

honor it is and has been for me to serve you and our Lord in this capacity.  Thank you Wyoming Southern 

Baptists!                                    

Coming to the end of this time is a bitter/sweet reality.  I have been asked more times than I can count what my plans are for next 

year, after my retirement goes into effect.  My answer today is the same that it has been since I announced my retirement last 

year.  “I have no idea.”  I am not leaving this post because I do not like the job, or cannot physically do the job anymore.  There are 

many things I really enjoy and appreciate about this position and a part of me would like for those things to continue.  But, there is 

one important element that is lacking and necessitates my departure.  This is vision.  Proverbs 29:18 says: “Where there is no vi-

sion, the people perish.” (KJV) 

When I stepped into this role 5 years ago, I had a handful of goals that I wanted to accomplish.  I wanted to rebuild some relation-

ships between this office and others in a variety of areas.  I wanted to see the WSBMN become strong enough financially to be fully 

independent if need be.  I wanted to fully rid ourselves as a Network of a welfare recipient mentality that was waning, but still 

around.  I wanted to see our Network fully embrace our Wyoming ministries.  These are those things that we can do better togeth-

er.  By and large, I think most of these have been accomplished.  Perhaps not perfectly or completely, but for the most part, we are 

stronger in all these areas today than we were at one point.  Now I fully understand that I have not accomplished any of this.  You, 

Wyoming Southern Baptists, through the power of our God have accomplished every advance we have taken.  Thank you for your 

faithfulness. 

But, I must now confess, I cannot see very far down the WSBMN road.  I’m not sure what is next, nor do I have a vision for what we 

can or should become 5 or 10 years from now.  God just hasn’t given this to me.  Because of this, it is time for me to step aside and 

make room for the new leader that God has raised up from among us.  I am convinced that this decision better advances the King-

dom than if I were to linger much longer in this position. 

I could not be more excited about where God is taking us.  As you know, Rondie Taylor has become our new State Missionary/

Executive Director.  Rondie is a young man who God has and continues to use in many ways.  He has a passion for Wyoming and 

the west.  He is a humble proven leader.  But above all of this, Rondie has a vision for our future.  Time will tell us what that vision 

is, but let me strongly encourage you to embrace him, his family, and the direction in which he will lead us.  He cannot accomplish 

those things he now envisions without your help.  The Network will only go where you the pastors, churches, and church leaders 

go.  Let us join our arms together and follow this man that God has anointed. 

I do not know what God has in store for me in the future.  I do not know where God is taking Wyoming Southern Baptists.  But 

there is one thing of which I am certain.  It is going to be an exciting ride to see what God has planned.  Pray for me as God leads 

me further down His path.  Join with the larger Network family to see the exciting places where God will take us as we faithfully 

serve Him as this people known as Wyoming Southern Baptists. 

May the Lord Bless You and Keep You!  May He cause His Face to shine upon You! 

Your Brother and Friend, 

Quin Williams, 

State Missionary/Executive Director of the Wyoming Southern Baptist Mission Network 

(soon to be retired)    

 

P.S. Thank you, Wyoming Southern Baptists, for the many kindnesses that you showed Beth and me at our recent Annual Meeting.  

The thoughtful and generous retirement gift that you gave me was incredible! 
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   Rug Rat Christians 

   By Dale Bascue 

 

My kids grew up watching the adventures of Tommy Pickles and his friends. They had Rug Rat every-

thing – Rug Rat cups and bowls, books, sheets, and even Rug Rat Underoos. I’ll have to admit that I often watched the 

cartoon with them. The show debuted in 1991 and in 2001 they had a special ten-year anniversary called “Rug Rats All 

Grown Up.” Even though they were supposed to be all grown up, they were now in their teens and in high school. I 

guess when you’ve been two years old for ten years being a teenager is kinda grown up. 

That’s the interesting thing about cartoon characters; they never grow up and never grow old. Bugs Bunny debuted in 

1938. Ever since, he has been a thorn in the side of Yosemite Sam and Elmer Fudd. He just never grew up. The charac-

teristics he exhibited in his first cartoon can be seen in the most recent versions of his antics. With all his changes, we 

can truly say that the more he changed, the more he remained the same. 

This is the advantage cartoons have over many other TV shows. Any show that has a strong child role can’t stay on air 

for too many years because the child star grows up and loses his or her cuteness. Opie Taylor and Theodore Cleaver are 

good examples. As The Andy Griffith Show and Leave It To Beaver entered into their later years they lost the appeal as 

cute little six year olds became awkward, voice-breaking preteens. But don’t we expect our children to grow up, go 

through stages of maturity, and change their childish ways? If Ron Howard were still the cute freckled youngster run-

ning the streets of Mayberry we would say, “I believe there is something seriously wrong with that boy! He’s sixty-nine 

and acts like he’s six.” (I know how old he is because I looked it up.) 

We expect our children to grow up physically. We expect our children to mature emotionally, socially, and mentally. So 

we should expect those who have been born again to grow into maturity spiritually, shouldn’t we? Hebrews 5:12-14 

says, “For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to teach you again the first principles of 

the oracles of God; and you have come to need milk and not solid food. For everyone who partakes only of milk is un-

skilled in the word of righteousness, for he is a babe. But solid food belongs to those who are of full age, that is, those 

who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil.”  

The expectation here is that after some time as believers, we should be exhibiting characteristics of maturity. We 

should be more like Beaver Cleaver than Tommy Pickles. The sad reality is that too many Christians after years of 

attending Bible studies and church services, listening to (or sleeping through) hundreds of sermons, hanging out with 

their Christian friends and discussing Bible topics should be making advances in their walk with Jesus. But they have a 

need of laying again the foundations of faith. They are Rug Rat Christians. 

I think it’s time for us to examine ourselves and see if there is evidence of maturity in our lives. I’m not talking about 

looking or acting our ages. I’m talking about looking and acting like the One we have believed in and walked with for 

five, ten, twenty years or longer. Luke records that Jesus grew in “wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and 

men.” This should be our standard of maturity. We can’t remain in a cartoonish state of perpetual childhood. “Let us 

go on to maturity…and this we will do if God permits” (Hebrews 6:1-3). 
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 The Sower, The Seed, and the Soil  

 By Fred Creason 

 

New Testament scholar Craig Blomberg writes, “For farmers, only those plants that bear fruit count 
for anything” (Matthew, 214).  Farmers don’t sit around and brag about the pretty plants.  “That was a pretty tomato 
plant, prettiest I ever saw.” Farmers are focused on the fruit: good plants produce good fruit; bad plants don’t.   

 I must confess I don’t know too much about farming.  I planted four or five butter beans when I was five.  I was 
really excited to watch the plants grow, until I forgot to water them and they sort of wilted away.  But I’ve always been 
fascinated by Jesus’s “Parable of the Sower” (Matt 13), where Jesus tells us what to look for from people who belong to 
him, and people who don’t.   

Ron (not his real name) was a good friend of mine.  He was a teaching assistant, like me, when we were in seminary 
back in the early 1980s.  Ron was tall and handsome, a good preacher and teacher.  He went off to get a PhD from an 
evangelical seminary and settled in to a teaching ministry in two evangelical schools.   

Something happened to Ron.  He left the evangelical world for the liberal world and became a professor at a liberal uni-
versity.  Ron died a few years ago.  His obituary was full of his academic achievements.   Clearly, Ron saw himself as one 
of the greatest scholars who ever lived.  But his obituary said nothing about Jesus Christ, or his faith in Jesus Christ.  Ron 
spent much of his life teaching a Bible he didn’t believe.  He knew a lot about the Bible, biblical languages, theology, and 
archaeology, but he didn’t know Jesus as his Savior.      

We struggle when we see people like Ron.  They look good for a while.  But they fall away from the Christian faith, and 
seek to take other people with them.  In the “Parable of the Sower,” Jesus focuses on “entering the kingdom.”  He com-
pares sharing the gospel with sowing seed.  And he gives a lasting message:  our response to the gospel is dependent on 
the condition of our hearts. 

Jesus was a master teacher.  He lived in a day when people loved to listen to stories.  And he shared stories from every-
day life.  The farmers of Jesus’s day used “broadcast sowing.”  They scattered the seeds by hand, in all directions, as 
they walked up and down the stony paths that divided their fields.   

Some of the seed fell on the path and the birds came and ate them (13:4).  Some of the seed fell on rocky places and 
sprouted quickly.  But the plants had little soil, and the sun scorched and withered them (13:5-6).  Some of the seed fell 
among the thorns.  The seed sprouted and the plants began to grow, but the thorns came up and choked them (13:7).  
Some of the seed fell on good soil and yielded a crop, some a hundredfold, some sixty, and some thirty (13:8).   

Jesus shared this story while sitting in a boat, with multitudes of people on the shore.  Many people enjoyed the story, 
but were content to walk away.  Jesus’s disciples were listening too, and wanted to know the message of the story--
what the story actually meant.  Jesus tells them that the seed is the gospel message, the sower is the one who shares 
the gospel message, and the four types of soil are the four types of responses that people make to the gospel message 
(13:18-23).     

I’ve been in church all my life.  And I’ve watched people come and go all my life: people who listened to the gospel and 
never responded, or people who walked an aisle, made a profession of faith, got baptized, joined a local church, looked 
good for a while, but dropped out and returned to the world.  I remember the pain when I was a pastor.  I wanted to 
blame myself.  If I could just speak more clearly, people would trust Jesus.  If I could just minister more faithfully, people 
would stay in church and live for Jesus.  But no matter how clearly I shared the gospel, some people just walked away.  
And no matter how much attention I gave, some people returned to the world.    

Jesus tells us that true believers bear fruit.  Those who enter Christ’s kingdom will live for Christ’s kingdom.  Jesus also 
tells us that a person’s response to the gospel depends on the condition of his heart.  “The first three kinds of soil are 
inadequate.  None of them stands for people who were true believers” (Blomberg, 214). The sower may be faithful, and 
the seed may be good, but good soil is necessary to produce a crop.   
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 WSBMN Calendar of Events  
 

 

December  

3-10 Week of Prayer for Lottie Moon Christmas                                                                             
 Offering                                                                         
24 Christmas Eve                                                    
25 Christmas Day                                                        
26-Jan 1 WSBMN Closed, Christmas Holiday 

 

January 2024 

2  WSBMN Reopen 
 

February 

20-22    Send Network Gathering, West Region 

 

March 

3-10  Week of Prayer for NAMB Annie Armstrong                 
 Easter Offering 

7-9  Church Planter Retreat – Thermopolis, 
 The Risen Son Baptist Church 

31  Easter 

 

April 

1         WSBMN Closed, Easter Holiday 

5-6          Vacation Bible School Clinic, Mountain View    
 Baptist, Mills  

11 Adm Team Meeting, WSBMN, 3:00 pm  

12 Executive Board Meeting, WSBMN, 10:00 am  

12-13 Collegiate Ministries Directors’ Planning 
 Retreat, Casper WSBMN   

19-20 Youth Evangelism Conference, Boyd Ave 

26-27 Preacher School, College Heights Baptist  

27 Gateway Seminary CLD Graduation Denver, CO
  

May  

2-4 OASIS, Casper, College Heights 

12 Mother’s Day 

27  WSBMN Closed, Memorial Day 

 

June  

9-12 SBC Annual Meeting, Indianapolis, IN 

16 Father’s Day  

 

2023 WSBMN Cooperative Program    
Giving Update 

August                 $39,474.39         115% of budget 

September         $25,953.33           75 % of budget 

October               $35,637.94         103% of budget 

YTD                     $259,449.08           63% of budget 

ATTENTION WYOMING SBMN 

CHURCHES!    

IT’S ACP TIME! 

The Lifeway website https://

www.sbcworkspace.com is ready for you to  

enter your 2023 ACP (Annual Church Profile)     

information!   Your church will be receiving the 

paper copy in the mail.   
 

Please take time to fill it out and return it to the 

WSBMN OR complete the information online.    

THANK YOU!  
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Dear Family & Friends, 

We hope that each of you are doing well. Cinthy & I are doing well, and we appreciate the encouragement that 

we have received from each of you. We want to encourage you all with this verse found in Philippians 1:3-6. 

      I thank my God every time I remember you. In all my prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy because of your partner-

ship in the gospel from the first day until now, being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to 

completion until the day of Christ Jesus.” 

Since our last newsletter back at Christmastime there has been a lot of things going on. We’ll share a picture 

or two and mention just some of the events, for it has been a very busy year. 

 

                                                                                 What’s been happening in Chile? 

In January our two Hands-On (semester) missionaries arrived just in time for me to take them out to Camp about 30 minutes 

outside of Santiago. Katherine & Morgan jumped right into working with the three camps & one was for children. Pictured on 

the website, you can see the last night bond-fire time & (on right) a pic of Josefa & Ivette with their counselor. These are two 

girls from the La Dehesa Baptist church. The one on the left, Josefa, asked Jesus to be her Lord and Savior a couple of months 

later. 

The Youth Congress happened in February— a gathering of college and career young adults in Temuco, Chile. These young 

people are exciting to be with us as they seek to serve the Lord. By mid-month Callie & Lauren arrived. These are our two Jour-

neymen (2year) missionaries who will be working and living among this age group of people. They join Cameron on our J-men 

team. 

Also, pictured on the website is a picture of a Saturday trekking event in Feb. and our 2 Hands-On and 2 Journey gals as we 

show them the city and the changing of the guards at the capital here. 

In March we received two different churches down in Chile on mission trips. Calvary Baptist in Tuscaloosa, AL and Crosspoint 

Baptist in Richmond, IN. The Calvary group was accompanied by Jim & Evelyn Sexton, who were missionaries with us both in 

Uruguay & here in Chile. We split the group up into 3 working teams and they were able to go into 3 schools to use English to 

share the Gospel.  They also did activities with kids, youth & worship with 4 different Baptist churches in the city.  They were 

an incredible group. 

Crosspoint from Richmond, IN came and worked with the new work in San Miguel & the mission La Reina. This group has been 

to Chile several times and are really dedicated. They worked with Kelli & Jason Frealy and were a great encouragement.  

 

The rest of the article can be found at our website: wyomingsbc.org 
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