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Wyoming rallies to meet camp need 

By Karen L. Willoughby 

CASPER, Wyo. – An unplanned outpouring of pledges for Mountain Top Assembly took place at the 38th annual 
meeting of the Wyoming Southern Baptist Missions Network at College Heights Baptist Church. 

The state convention-owned summer camp that Wyoming Southern Baptists started in the early 1960s is getting a 
new septic tank and water system next summer, Director Lynda Roark announced during her report of this sum-
mer’s ministry, which included 59 professions of faith. The cost for the infrastructure work is $50,000, she said. 

“Spontaneously, individuals, churches and regions started making pledges to that need and received pledges for half 
in just a matter of probably 15 minutes,” Executive Director Quin Williams told Baptist Press. “It was pretty amaz-
ing.” 

With no business other than passing the budget and electing new officers, Wyoming’s annual meeting was one of 
exuberant joy at the opportunity of gathering together. 

Continued on page 2 

Pictured are WSBMN Officers Dawn Kenney, 

Assistant Recording Secretary; Cheri Mickelson, 

Recording Secretary; Dave Brown, 2nd Vice 

President; Ed Tharp, 1st Vice President.  Not 

pictured, Dean Whitaker, President 
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Annual Meeting 

“It was a fantastic meeting,” Williams said. “It was a celebration of what God has been doing across the state of 
Wyoming. Churches that were faithful in keeping community relationships have seen a sharp uptick in things like 
VBS. 

“Churches large and small are seeing a baptism here, a couple of baptisms there, a bunch of baptisms here and 
there. It’s a great point of celebration as we see God’s kingdom grow.” 

The 2022 budget income includes an anticipated $479,400 in Cooperative Program giving from churches, plus 
$60,000 in additional giving for the state missions offering. The total budget of $1,012,500 includes $100,000 for 
church planting and $150,000 for evangelism, both from the North American Mission Board. 

Of the total CP giving, 10 percent – $47,940 – was allocated for Southern Baptist missions and ministries outside 
of Wyoming. This is to be the second year for 10 percent giving. 

“We see the Cooperative Program as the back bone of Southern Baptist missions and ministry work around the 
world and across our nation,” Williams said. “We remain highly committed to the Cooperative Program and the 
work God does through it.” 

Dean Whitaker, pastor of United Baptist Church in Riverton, Wyo., was elected president. Ed Tharp, pastor of 
Boyd Avenue Baptist Church in Casper, was elected first vice president. Dave Brown, pastor of Emmanuel Bap-
tist Church in Rock Springs, was elected second vice president. Cheri Mickelson was elected recording secretary, 
and Dawn Kenney was elected assistant recording secretary. 

A total of about 200 people participated in Wyoming’s annual meeting, including 111 messengers from 41 of the 
state convention’s 97 churches. 

Reports included celebration for four new church plants during the last two years despite the Covid pandemic, 
“which might not be a big deal for large state conventions, but for us it was another cause for great celebration,” 
Williams said. 

The state convention’s CLD, its Christian Leadership Development track, reported seven students at its 
15th graduation in May – 105 since the CLD started – and 86 students in this fall’s semester of six classes, includ-
ing four Hispanic students being taught in Spanish. The classes take place in multiple locations around the state, 
and via Zoom. 

“Many of these folks are serving across Wyoming as pastors, church planters and in other areas of ministry,”  
Williams said. “CLD is proving to be a highly effective ministry that is training Wyoming people for Wyoming 
ministry.” 

The next annual meeting of the Wyoming Southern Baptist Mission Network was set for November 3-4, 2022, at 

United Baptist Church in Riverton. 

Continued from page 2 
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When God Became Man   
 

Matthew Caffyn (1628-1714) was one of the great tragedies in Baptist history.  
He became a leader among the General Baptists in England.  But he became 
troubled by things he could not explain and fell into doctrinal error.  

Caffyn could not explain the Trinity.  He couldn’t understand how the God of Scripture could be 
one God in three persons:  the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.  Since he couldn’t understand 
the Trinity, he began to deny it--concluding that “it must not be true” (Leon McBeth, The Baptist 
Heritage, 156).   

Caffyn could not explain the Incarnation, how Jesus could be God in human flesh--fully God and 
fully Man.  Initially, he sought to protect the deity of Christ by denying his full humanity.  In time, 
he began to doubt Christ’s deity.  He came to see Jesus as a man, a good man perhaps, but still a 
man. 

The Trinity has been defined as God’s “Three-in-Oneness.”  As Christians we believe in the 
“Oneness of God,” the “Threeness of God,” and the “Three-in-Oneness of God.”  The God of 
Scripture is one God, one essence, three persons, three equal and eternal persons.  The Father is 
fully and equally God; the Son is fully and equally God, and the Holy Spirit is fully and equally God.   

The word “incarnation” is not a biblical word.  It comes from two Latin words that mean “in 
flesh.” It well describes who Jesus is.  Jesus is the God-Man.  Jesus is God in human flesh. Liberals 
and cultists may attack the incarnation.  But the incarnation (God became man) is essential to bib-
lical theology.  As God, Jesus could abide by God’s standards, living a righteous and sinless life.  As 
Man, Jesus could suffer for man’s sin, paying the price that we could not pay.  

John 1:14 is one of the most remarkable verses in Scripture: “And the Word became flesh, and 
dwelt among us.”  The Creator becomes the creature.  He is born into the world as a baby boy, a 
boy who had to be “potty-trained,” who had to learn to feed himself, who had to learn to walk 
and talk.  The one who made the sun spent his days “under the sun.”  The one who made the 
moon and the stars spent his nights staring at their beauty.   

The Bible is full of things we can’t explain.  Our God is beyond comprehension:  We can spend our 
lives studying who he is and what he does, and still marvel at how little we really know.  That 
shouldn’t trouble us, however.  Any “god” that we could understand would be a little “god” in-
deed.   

This Christmas, let’s rejoice in the Christmas story.  God became Man, to live among us, to share 
himself with us and, most importantly, to give himself for us.  We can never understand why.  We 
can never understand how.  But we can thank him, and love him, and serve him, and look forward 
to the day that we will be with him.   

Dr. Fred Creason 

Northeast Region Missionary  
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On Sunday, August 29 

Mountain View Baptist 

Church in Mills or-

dained three men 

(Austin Armacost, Paul 

Bradley, and KC Bryant) 

to the deacon ministry. 

Pastor Buddy Hanson 

led the special service, and Fred Creason preached 

the ordination message. Paul Bradley is a graduate of 

Gateway Seminary, through the Wyoming Southern 

Baptist Center for Leadership Development, and  

Austin Armacost is a current student. 

 

On September 19, Sunrise 
Baptist Church in Casper 
licensed Mike (and Laura) 
Bruning to the gospel    
ministry. Pastor Craig    
Waters gave the charge to 
the church, and Fred 
Creason gave the charge 
to the candidate. Mike is a 
graduate of Gateway   
Seminary through the    
Wyoming Southern Baptist Center for Leadership 
Development. 

South—David Schroeder 

Mike Wilcox shared at the Annual Meeting, as part of 
RM report, how God has brought life to Calvary    
Encampment through several partners. This 
church is very active in community engagement   
ministries. 

 

Ken Peterson announced his retirement from Iron 
Mountain Country Church in Cheyenne bringing 
to conclusion one of the longest current tenures in 
Wyoming. This will be effective Jan 1

st
. 

 

Scott Ochsenhirt is now serving as pastor in both 
Wamsutter and Bairoil. Such circuit-riding ministry 
is a good model for far-flung congregations in sparse-
ly populated areas of Wyoming. 

 WSBMN Region Celebrations! 

Northeast—Fred Creason West—Dale Bascue 

Pastor Rudy Sanchez of Mountain Grace Church in 
Dubois passed away on October 15, 2021. Rudy and 
Kim and their family moved to Dubois from Arkansas 
in November, 2017.  God had given Rudy a great  
vision and he was working toward fulfilling it. He lead 
Mountain Grace through a revitalization and the 
church was greatly strengthened under his leader-
ship. His vision went beyond Dubois as he led the 
church to become active in helping other churches 
become stronger, working with Crowheart Community 
Church in Crowheart, and Warm Valley Baptist 
Church in Pavillion. In his passing, the church has 
committed to continue the work Rudy started. He was 
a good friend who will be greatly missed.  

 

On Sunday, September 
5, Grace Southern   
Baptist Church in   
Greybull   ordained their 
pastor Jeff (and Sara) 
Jacobs to the gospel  
ministry. Jeff is a  student 
at Gateway   Seminary 
through the Wyoming Southern Baptist Center for 
Leadership  Development. 

 

Water of Life Church in Cowley started a Good 
News Club this fall. It is the largest in the area with 23 

children attending. So far they have had 4 salvations. 
They also performed Hell House, a    gospel-centered 
alternative to a haunted house. They reported 5    
salvations. Johannes Slabbert is pastor. 

 

Pastor Al Bella of Living Water Community Church in 
Kemmerer reported a good Halloween outreach. 
Trunk-or-Treat had around 300 in attendance. He 
also has reported two salvations and baptisms in  
November. 

 

First Baptist Church, Big Piney has recently       
installed a new assistant pastor. Dan Ruby had been 
serving the church as deacon but has accepted the 
call to serve as assistant pastor. Will Farrington is 
pastor. 
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Continued on page 6 

Historic commitment signed to send missionaries 
from Asia to Africa  

                                                                       By Caroline Anderson*   

  
On Oct. 29 in Kenya, IMB missionaries serving in Sub-Saharan Africa and the Asian Pacific Rim signed a memorandum of 
understanding solidifying the sending of missionaries from Asia to serve in Sub-Saharan Africa.  
  
Daren Davis, the IMB leader for missionaries serving in Africa, said the signing of the memorandum is a historic step to-
ward seeing Asians engage those in need of the gospel in Africa.  
  
“This is a worthy effort, and we stand here to say we will stand firm, in one spirit, with one mind, striving together, side by 
side. Why? For the sake of the gospel,” Davis told those who gathered for the signing. “Welcome to this momentous occa-
sion, welcome to this time where we join hands across the ocean to see the next step of partnership, the next step of ‘side by 
side’ for God's glory.”   
  
Five years ago, Asian and Kenyan Christians gathered with IMB personnel in Kenya to dream and plan for 
a mission partnership. Davis said they were encouraged by Philippians 1.   
  
Davis said the vision expanded from IMB missionaries engaging the world, to IMB missionaries and Africans ministering 
together, to serving side by side with believers from Asia and the world.   
   
Davis acknowledged the decades of missions’ investment in Asian countries.  
  
“We stand here today on the shoulders of those who went before us, people who labored in places where the name of Jesus 
was not known, and now, from those very places, rise up believers who are going to the nations for the sake of the gospel,” 
Davis said.   
   
Jeff Singerman, who serves in Africa, said the brutal fact is that there are multitudes of unreached people on the African 
continent. He sees the signing of the memorandum as an answer to prayer. It is a building block to understanding that Chris-
tians from other nations can join the task of seeing African churches sending African missionaries.  
  
Singerman said they will host multicultural trainings to enable missionaries from Asia to be fruitful and successful in the 
mission and in the calling that God has given them.  
  
“This collaboration might be the greatest contribution the IMB can make in this generation of missionaries. In other words, 
facilitating connections with those whom we work, so that they can understand their fulfilling and calling to the missionary 
task,” Singerman said.  
  
Jonathan Tipton*, the IMB leader for missionaries in Asia, said, “We're privileged to not only witness but play a key role in 
missions history that is just now beginning to leverage all of the economic and technological accomplishments made within 
the last 200 years.”   
  
Tipton said the lightning speed of the development of telecommunications and transportation creates a bridge.   
  
“Not only do we, but our Christian brothers and sisters from all the people we serve, have a massive and unprecedented op-
portunity to walk on this same bridge, declaring the gospel to all the peoples of the earth as we and as they 
go,” Tipton said.   
  
Tipton said it’s important for the IMB and other sending agencies to represent and reflect the changing and expanding de-
mographic of Christians.   
  
The up-and-coming missions force is not from North America. As a reflection of this, before the signing of the memoran-
dum, IMB leaders and missionaries prayed in Chinese, Thai, Korean, Portuguese, Wolof and Lozi.   
  
Jeremiah Farmer, who serves in Asia, said, “It is my hope, that before I die, I get to see more Asian missionaries on the field 
than Western countries have ever sent in Christian history. I hope the same is true for Sub-Saharan Africa.”  
 
Farmer noted that Asian missionaries make an enormous commitment when they choose to answer the call of the Great 
Commission.   
  
“When I think of what it takes for a rice farmer in Asia to send a missionary someplace like Africa, the sacrifice it takes is 
immense, but what they get to learn is kingdom principles. They get to learn what it means to be blessed to be a bless-
ing. They get to learn what it means to give and not receive anything back in return, except to know that God's name may be 
proclaimed to lost people who have never heard the gospel,” Farmer said.   
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Farmer leads the training and equipping of Asian missionaries. Seven missionaries from Asia will soon be serving in 
Sub-Saharan Africa, and seven more are in the process of interviews. Eight of the missionaries committed to serving in Sub
-Saharan Africa during the meeting surrounding the signing of the memorandum. Farmer said the meeting provided       
opportunities for the new missionaries to interact face-to-face with missionaries in Sub-Saharan Africa.  
  
Several missionaries recently finished training and are in the process of moving to West Africa.   
  
Josh Rivers*, who serves in Africa, said the missionaries will come alongside their urban team in a key gateway city 
in Muslim-majority West Africa to share the gospel, disciple believers and plant churches. 
   
Rivers said they will work in a developing area of a rapidly growing city to engage both the residents and the growing pop-
ulation of migrants.  
  
“In partnership with Asia and the Pacific Rim, we are sending laborers into locations that are well below 1% evangelical,” 
Rivers said. “Most have never heard the gospel explained to them. Not only is this a wonderful opportunity to see more 
laborers among the lost, but it also serves as a testimony to believers in West Africa as they see nationals from Asia coming 
and walking alongside them for the advance of the gospel. It becomes a testimony to the West African believer that they too 
can be sent by God to carry the good news to other nations.”  
  
Davis said he longs for the day when missionaries are sent from Africa to Asia.  
  
“Let's work together so that African churches will send African missionaries to our brothers in Asia, to our sisters in South 
America, to the big cities of Europe – taking the gospel back to America. We are living in a day when we are going from 
everywhere to everywhere,” Davis said. “May we put our hand to this plow and move forward.”  
  
*Names changed for security 
 

Caroline Anderson* writes for the IMB from Southeast Asia.  

Jeff Singerman addresses those gathered in Kenya for 

the signing of the memorandum of understanding 

between IMB leadership in Sub-Saharan Africa and 

Asia.    

IMB Continued from page 5 
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Baptist By Conviction 

When I was younger, I used to hear a phrase that I haven’t heard in decades: “Baptist by conviction”. Am I 

the only one who remembers hearing that? That phrase recently came to my mind and I began to reflect 

on it. What does it mean to be a Baptist? That question can have as many answers as there are people 

who are asked it. In other words, what it means to be a Baptist seems to be a matter of opinion and some 

opinions are built on little to no facts. I think that to be a Baptist means that you live by a certain set of 

convictions based on the Bible that have been foundational in the formation of our denomination. That set 

of convictions are often called Baptist distinctives.   

I like to bake. Most cake recipes will contain the same ingredients: eggs, flour, sugar, oil, baking powder, etc. Isn’t it interesting 

that most bread recipes contain the same ingredients? What determines the difference between a bread recipe and a cake 

recipe is the arrangements of the ingredients. This may be a crude illustration of what makes a Baptist compared to a      

Methodist, a Presbyterian, a Pentecostal, or any other type of Christian denomination. We can list the basic ingredients 

(beliefs or convictions) of New Testament Christianity, but the arrangement of the ingredients should determine what kind of 

Christian you identify with. There is a distinctive arrangement of convictions that make up a Baptist. 

I’m not going to offer a comprehensive list of those ingredients. I just want to mention two. Two ingredients that are key to 

making a Baptist. Other ingredients may or may not be present, but these two convictions are essential in defining a Baptist. 

These two ingredients are found in many other belief systems, but not to the degree they are found in a Baptist. These two 

convictions were foundational in the formation of the Baptist movement in the seventeenth century that got early Baptists in 

a heap of trouble because they were so radical at the time. Are you ready? Those two basic ingredients are soul-competency 

and local church autonomy.   

Soul-competency is the belief that I am the only one responsible for what I believe and how I act. I alone will stand before 

God. I alone am accountable for who I am. My parents had a very important role to play in the development of my character, 

but the final outcome was my decision. If I end up in prison, my family is not to blame. My community is not to blame. My 

circumstances are not to blame. I’m to blame. No one can make decisions for me. If my parents had me baptized as an inno-

cent infant, that does not determine my eternal destination. They couldn’t make that choice for me. If I happened to be born 

within the geographical boundaries of the kingdom ruled by a king who was a Catholic or a Protestant, that doesn’t determine 

which church I will belong to. I have the right and privilege, and responsibility to make that decision myself. I am competent.  

You can see how this conviction would lead to persecution among the kingdoms of Europe in the seventeenth century as 

those who held to this idea would be looked at as traitors to the crown. Yet our spiritual forefathers held this conviction to be 

based firmly on Scripture and they were unwilling to give it up. 

The second great conviction is the autonomy of the local church. The word autonomy means self-law. This means that any 

church has the right and responsibility to be self-determinative. There is no power or authority – other than the Head of the 

Church – Jesus Christ – that can tell a church what to do, what to believe, and how to act.  To me, this conviction seems to be 

a logical outcome of the first conviction. People who are self-determinative and responsible only to God join together in     

congregations that are self-determinative and responsible only to God. And, again, you can see why this got early Baptists into 

trouble with the worldly powers. A local Baptist church was not under the authority of the local bishop or any other             

ecclesiastical figurehead. This is reflected today in the way we as Southern Baptists have organized ourselves. I am a regional 

missionary. I am employed by the Wyoming Southern Baptist Mission Network. I work with churches in the western region of 

our network. I am a resource to help these churches. I have a variety of tools available to help our churches fulfill their        

God-given calls in their communities. But because of our great convictions I cannot tell a church what to do or how to do 

things. I am available and must work only through invitations of the churches. And I’m okay with that, because one of the 

things that make us Baptists is my inability to interfere with the affairs of YOUR church. 

Some people are Baptists because of convenience. Some are Baptist because of circumstances. Some are Baptist because of 

choice. But some of us are Baptist because of deeply held convictions that when mixed together make up a distinctive system 

of belief and practice. Why are you a Baptist? 

Dale Bascue, West Region Missionary  
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PRAY for the  

Harvest 

Thank you for praying for churches seeking 

God’s direction for a new pastor. 
 

David Schroeder, South Region:   

First Southern Baptist Church, Hanna 

 

Fred Creason, Northeast Region: 

Iglesia Bautista Principe de Paz, Casper 

August                  $32,521.53          83% of budget 

September          $27,319.66          70% 

October               $34,297.27          84% 

YTD                       $327,158.90       84% 

2021 WSBMN Cooperative Program 
Giving Update 

ATTENTION WYOMING SBMN CHURCHES!    

IT’S ACP TIME! 

The Lifeway website https://www.sbcworkspace.com 

is ready for you to enter your 2021 ACP (Annual 

Church Profile) information!   Your church should have 

received the paper copy in the mail.   

Please take time to fill it out and return it to the 

WSBMN OR complete the information online.    

Please contact Pam Hans, 307-472-4087 or 

hans@wyomingsbc.org  for assistance. 

 

THANK YOU!  

Thank you for your faithful service to the Lord!!

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year from your 

Wyoming Southern Baptist Mission Network staff!   

WSBMN Calendar of Events  

December 

2 South Region Christmas Dinner, Laramie        
7 South Region Christmas Dinner, Cheyenne    
9 South Region Christmas Dinner, Rock Springs 

24-Jan 1  WSBMN Closed, Christmas Holiday             
24 Christmas Eve          
25 Christmas Day                  

January 2022                           
3 WSBMN Resource Center Reopens       
13-14 Gateway Seminary Western Exec Meeting   
27 South Region Executive Board Meeting 

February             
7-11      State Executive Director Fellowship Mtg       
14          March Horizons deadline (March, April, May)    

22-23 West Region Send Network Gathering          
25-26 Collegiate Ministries Directors’ Planning 
 Retreat, Casper WSBMN               
March                           
3-5         South Region Senior Pastor & Wives                                                                 
 Retreat, Saratoga Hot Springs Resort                                                                                    
6-13 Week of Prayer for NAMB Annie Armstrong 
 Easter Offering                                                     
10-12 Church Planter and Wives Retreat, Dubois, 
 Mt Grace          
22          Send Network Wyoming Summit, Casper, 
 Hilton Garden Inn                 
April              
1-2         Preacher School, TBD                                         
5-6 Denver Planter Assessment Retreat                 
7     Administrative Team Meeting, WSBMN             
 3:00 pm – 8:00 pm             

8            Executive Board Meeting, WSBMN      
 10:00 am – 4:00 pm           
8-9         Vacation Bible School Clinic, Mountain View 
 Baptist Church, Mills            
17          EASTER           
18          WSBMN Resource Center Closed; 
 Easter Holiday          
21          South Region Executive Board Meeting       
22-23    Youth Evangelism Conference, TBD        
27          Support Staff Appreciation Day        
28-30    OASIS, Casper, Ramkota Hotel 


