
   

 

 

June 2021 

HORIZONS 
 Wyoming Youth  

Evangelism  

Conference:  

                        Redeem the Time 
 By Justin Wollerman 

Nearly 200 students and leaders, from 23 different churches 
across Wyoming, laughing and eating smoked pulled pork, 
cheesy hash, and brownies, provided by the Smokin’ Arma-
dillo, was reminiscent of that familiar “cafeteria noise” from 
my early school years.  This was the scene on day two of the 
2021 Youth Evangelism Conference hosted at College 
Heights Church in Casper, WY on April 23rd and 24th.  Across 
the hallway found teenagers being teenagers running be-
tween the chairs playing tag or huddling in smaller, more 
comfortable, groups with friends.  It was great to see so 
many people together laughing, smiling, fellowshipping, and 
enjoying their time as many shared this was their first group 
event since March of 2020. 

This year’s theme was Redeem the Time.  This is taken from 
Paul’s words in chapter five of his letter to the Ephesians as 
he instructs them to pay attention to how they walk.  They 
were to walk in a manner that was wise so that it would 
redeem, buy back, or make the most of the time they had.  
Why?  Because the days were evil.  This letter could have 
been easily written directly to us as the days are evil and 
there is much to be redeemed.  Praise God He has and is 
doing this. 

Continued on page 3 

Johnny Wimberly, Ben Floyd, Dr Fred Creason,  

Sonja Brow, Paul Brow, J Bunderson  

On May 15, pictured above with Dr. Fred Creason are 
five students from our Wyoming Southern Baptist   
Center for Leadership Development that graduated 
with diplomas from Gateway Seminary.   Sonja Brow, 
Paul Brow, and J Bunderson received Christian Ministry 
Leadership  Diplomas.  Johnny Wimberly  graduated 
with a Diploma in Christian Ministry, and Ben Floyd 
with a Christian Ministry Diploma.   

Dr. Fred Creason, director of the WSBCLD, introduced 
the students, and presented them for graduation. 

Also graduating but unable to attend the ceremony 
were Roger Stockton with Christian Ministry Leadership 
Diploma and Jim Woody,  Diploma in Theology.   

Another student, Rick Husk died in November 
2020.  He would have received his Diploma in Theology 
this spring.  Gateway Seminary honored Rick by 
granting his diploma posthumously. 

This was a special year for the Wyoming Southern   
Baptist Center for Leadership Development.  We have 
completed our 15th year, and now have 105 graduates.   
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WSBMN Region Celebrations! 

Northeast—Fred Creason 

West—Dale Bascue 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First Baptist Church of Big Piney held an ordination   
service May 22, 2021.  Shown are Daniel Ruby, ordained 
as new deacon; Dale Bascue, West Region Missionary 
along with their pastor William Farrington who was also 
ordained.  

Wind River Church is a new church in Shoshoni. They 
have been meeting at the Shoshoni Recreational District 
building on Wednesday evenings. Starting the first Sun-
day in June, they will be meeting every Sunday morning. 
John and Debbie Scudder have moved back from retire-
ment in Florida to pastor the church. 

Hudson Baptist Church also had an ordination service 
for William Stoldt as a deacon on March 7, 2021.  

South—David Schroeder 

Yellowstone Baptist Church, Cheyenne baptized 4 

Rawlins First Southern Baptist Church baptized 2 

Baggs Open Range Cowboy Church baptized 2 

Several churches report new members joining recently 

Scott Ochsenhirt was ordained recently as pastor at 
Wamsutter Baptist Church 

25 of 27 churches have pastors, 1 has a solid interim, 
and 1 remains pastorless.  

The South Region Connections group meets weekly by 
Zoom for a short devotion, conversation, and prayer. 
This time is oriented to encouragement and the many 
things that connect us in Christ. Pastor wives and lay 
leaders are welcome, too! Average attendance is 10. 

Hilltop Baptist 
Church, Casper  held a 
special service March 
21 to ordain Vern (and 
Karen) Jones as a dea-
con in the church. 
Hilltop Baptist pastor, 
Dr. Rob Peterson, 
gave the charge to the 
deacon and to the 
church. Church members gathered to pray and to thank 
God for Vern, his family, and his ministry.  

On February 14th Boyd Avenue Baptist Church in Casper 

voted to hire Dawn Highum as the new Children’s Ministry 

Director. Dawn has been a part of the church her entire life 

and has been active in several areas of children’s ministry 

over the past few years. She will work with the current 

children’s ministry leaders as they together help cast vision 

and plan ways to best minister to the children in the church 

and community.  Ed Tharp serves as pastor.  

 

PRAY for the  

Harvest 

 

Thank you for praying for churches seeking 
God’s direction for a new pastor. 

 

David Schroeder, South Region:   

Bairoil Community Baptist Church, Bairoil 

First Southern Baptist Church, Hanna* 

 

Fred Creason, Northeast Region: 

Iglesia Bautista Principe de Paz, Casper 

Westside Baptist Church, Gillette* 

First Southern Baptist Chapel, Kaycee 

Contact 307-738-2311, fsbchapel@rtconnect.net  

 

Dale Bascue,  West Region: 

 Warm Valley Baptist Church, Pavillion 

  

*Served by interim  
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On April 9-10, Mountain View Baptist Church in Mills hosted the Wyoming 

Southern Baptist state Vacation Bible School Clinic. Church leaders from 

around the state came together to have fun and fellowship and to train for 

this summer's VBS ministries. A big thanks to Cindy Ma, and to our     

Wyoming state VBS Team.   A big thanks to Mountain View for hosting the 

event, and for the church leaders who came to take part.  

Vacation Bible School Clinic 2021 

Mexico City 

Mission Trip  
              By John Burns 

CrossPoint Baptist Church 
in Worland  partnered with 
an organization called 

Good News In Action to help start a brand-new church in Mexi-
co City, Mexico.  Good News In Action was founded in 1971 in 
San Salvador, El Salvador, and CrossPoint has been working 
with this organization for the past couple of years.  GNIA’s 
strategy is to train up pastors and send them to areas of the 
world that have a deficit of Gospel centered preaching.     
 In March of this year CrossPoint sent a team of five 
evangelist to help start this new church in Mexico City.  GNIA 
had been planning on sending two pastors to start this work 
back in August of 2020, but due to Covid restrictions the 
launching of the new church was postponed a number of times 
until it was decided that it was time to begin this new work 
despite the challenges that could be faced.   
 So, five individuals departed out of Cody, Wyoming on 
the morning of March 6th not exactly knowing what was going 
to happen.  The team arrived in Mexico City that same night 
and was part of the new church’s very first worship service 
that Sunday; there was yet to be much of a congregation in the 
church.  Each day our team went out on the streets of Mexico 
City with a few other individuals from other parts of the United 
States to share the Gospel through interpreters, and anyone 
that made a profession of faith was connected to the new 
church that was being planted.    
 What our team did not know prior to leaving is that 
Mexico City was on total lockdown due to Covid right up until a 
few days before our team arrived in country.  When we began 
this work, we didn’t know how receptive the  locals would be 
to talking to strangers from another country.    
                                   
     Continued on page 5 

                Continued from page 1 

 

 

Pastor Max Janzen from College Heights led the sessions 
as he taught through Psalm 139.  He encouraged us all 
with the truth that “we need to know God and know that 
He knows us.”  From this he left us with three main points 
concerning our lives and evangelism, though I believe I 
could write pages from these two days.  First, ‘you can 
and should trust Jesus, or you can choose the conse-
quences of your sin.” Second, “We should seek to bring 
people to the place where they trust Jesus.”  Lastly, “Right 
now, from this day forward, Jesus intends to own, rule, 
protect, and guide you and use you to influence those 
around you to do the same.”  Max shared from the heart 
and with the fervor of a man who is not only resolved in 
what he believes but has also experienced it.  

Scott Brownson, the Outreach Director of the Clydehurst 
Christian Ranch in ‘the middle of nowhere’ Southern Mon-
tana, made a return visit to this year’s conference to lead 
worship and play a concert on Friday night with injected 
times of testimony.  As always, Scott displayed his servant 
heart as he shared many great stories and encourage-
ments and used his gifting to bring many timid teenagers 
out of their shells by the end of Saturday. 

The conference also had breakouts sessions for the       
students giving something they could begin to practice 
concerning the call for both short-term and long-term 
evangelism.  There was also a breakout session for the 
leaders discussing the call in a Christian leader’s life to 
help develop Christian character, especially a love that 
stays attached, in the people God has given to them. 

In ending, there was a great team behind the scenes    
planning, praying, and serving.  There is much to redeem 
in this world, and I believe God allowed this conference to 
play a part in that. 

Justin Wollerman serves as pastor of WindCity Church in Casper 
and Chairman of the Youth Evangelism Planning Committee.  
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On April 29-May 1, almost 70 Wyoming Southern Baptist 
pastors, church leaders and their spouses gathered at the 
Hilton Garden Inn for Oasis.  Oasis is an annual retreat that 
is sponsored by our Wyoming Network.  For many it is a 
time to get away, a time to fellowship with other leaders, 
and a time to be refreshed and challenged to carry on the 
essential Kingdom work done by each of our pastors and 
church leaders in their local setting. 

This is something that Jesus did on a regular basis.  He and 
His disciples often retreated to a quiet place for rest and 
renewal.  You will note that He never retreated very long, 
but He did retreat.  These were usually quiet times that 
Jesus spent with the Father.  Additionally, He would use 
these times to privately teach His disciples valuable lessons 
they would need when He left them in charge of His 
Church. 

This year, we were led by Jerry Leeper in the music seg-
ments of our worship time.  I never get tired of hearing 
Wyoming Southern Baptists sing with joy and enthusiasm.  
I am confident that these notes are a sweet sound to our 
Father’s ears.  Also, we were blessed to be joined by Chris 
and Wendy Martin.  Chris is the Executive Director of the 
Hawaii/Pacific Baptist Convention.  He challenged and en-
couraged us in his messages as well as the breakout ses-
sions for the men.  Wendy led the women in their sessions. 

Along with the worship services and sessions, there was a 
lot of fellowship that happened.  When sessions ended, 
people stood or sat around for a long time, just visiting 
with each other, and getting to know one another better.  
There were also times, built into the schedule for folks to 
just have some down time and use it any way they saw fit.  
Some just relaxed, some went shopping, or went out for a 
meal.  To summarize the whole thing, I suppose we can say 
that it seemed everybody just had a good time. 

Having a good time, finding some moments of relaxation, 
and being challenged and encouraged is the whole point of 
Oasis.  Then when its over, its time to get back to work.  
Each of us have homes, churches, ministries, and a host of 
responsibilities waiting for us.  But with recharged batter-
ies, the tasks seem more within our grasp.  Of course, 
when God leads us, He is the great enabler who uses us to 
accomplish His purposes. 

I hope that if you participated in Oasis this year that it was 
a valuable time.  If you were not able to be a part of this 
year’s event, begin to plan now to come to Oasis next year.  
I promise, by then you will need to find a time to retreat 
and be blessed by the presence of your fellow laborers and 
by the presence of God Himself. 

Next year’s Oasis is scheduled for April 28-30,2022 and will 
be held at the Ramkota in Casper. 

    Chris Martin, Executive Director    
Hawaii/Pacific Baptist Convention  

Oasis 2021 
By Quin Williams,     
State Missionary 

7th Annual Preacher School   
By Don Whalen 

 April 23-24, 2021, at Mountain View Baptist 
Church, Mills, WY., we held our 7th Annual Preacher 
School.  Thirteen layman and church planters from  
churches throughout the state, gathered for training in the    
practical skill of faithfully proclaiming the Word of God.                                                                   
 Mike Palmer, (Pastor) and Trey Sapp (Associate 
Pastor) of Salmon Valley Baptist Church and Lemhi River 
Cowboy Church, Idaho, led laymen and planters through a 
simple process for discovering and proclaiming the truth 
found in God’s Word.      
 The training was designed to enhance discovery 
skills as a student of Scripture, the development of confi-
dence in Bible study methods and the implementation of a 
simple process of sermon preparation.  
 Next year’s Preacher School training is scheduled 
for April 22-23, 2022.  Look for more information in the 
future, but mark your calendar today and plan to attend 
this free training provided through the faithful giving of 
our churches to the Cooperative Program and the Annie 
Armstrong Easter Offering. 
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Mexico City                 continued from page 3 

 Turns out God had prepared a great number of people’s hearts to not only hear, but to receive the Gospel mes-

sage.  Throughout the course of the week our team was able to have 588 Gospel  conversations with individuals, and we 

witnessed 225 professions of faith.  Then the real work began where the two pas-

tors attempted to follow up with all of these individuals that professed Christ as 

their Savior and try to connect them to the new church that had it’s second wor-

ship service the very next Sunday.       

 We were able to see a number of the people that professed Christ as 

their Savior get plugged in with this new church on that next Sunday, and it was a 

tremendous blessing to be a part of what God is going in that part of the world. 

CrossPoint Baptist is already planning its next trip with GNIA which is planning to 

take place in Bogota, Colombia in January 2022.      

        

 John Burns serves as pastor of CrossPoint Baptist Church, Worland 
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WSBMN Calendar of Events  

June 

13-16 SBC Annual Meeting, Nashville, TN 
14-16 Church Planting Booth at SBC, Nashville, TN 
17 SDOM Fellowship Meeting, Nashville, TN 
20 Father’s Day  
21-25 Survival School for Boys, (RA)  Mt. Top  
25-27 Hispanic Family Camp, Mt. Top  

July 

4 Independence Day 
4 Northeast Region Picnic, Mt. Top  
5 WSBMN Closed, Independence Day holiday  
5-9 Kid’s Camp, Mt. Top Baptist Assembly 
12-17 Summit Youth Camp Week 1, Mt. Top 
18-24 High School National Finals Rodeo, Lincoln 
19-24 Summit Youth Camp Week 2, Mt. Top  
26-30 CEF Youth Challenge, Mt. Top 

August 

1-6 CEF Good News Camp Week 1, Mt. Top   
12 South Region Executive Bd Meeting, TBD 
16 Sept Horizons deadline (Sept, Oct, Nov)   
18-22 Crucible Project, Mt. Top                             
21 Northeast Region Annual Meeting; Story 
25-27 Stand Strong Men’s Retreat, Mt. Top                                      
26 South Region Executive Bd  Meeting, TBD 
28 West Region Annual Meeting, TBD 

September 

5-12 Week of Prayer WSBMN State Mission                                       
6 WSBMN Closed, Labor Day     
9 Adm Team, WSBMN Resource Center  
10 Executive Bd, WSBMN Resource Center   
10-11 Northeast Region Ladies Retreat, Mt. Top  
11 South Region Annual Meeting, TBD           
20-24 CEF Leadership Retreat, Mt. Top                
24-26 Collegiate Ministries Retreat, Mt. Top   
27-30    Close Mt. Top Camp 

Pastor Chris Furl would like to extend an    

invitation to all WSBMN Churches & Treasurers: 

Doug Lohrey from Rocky Mountain Foundation in  
Colorado will be presenting  

Basic Accounting Principles for the Local Church 

                       Memorial Baptist Church                                                            
       202 19th Street                                                                                                                              
  Wheatland WY 82201                                                                             
        307-322-3236 

mbcwheatland@gmail.com 

It will be held Saturday July 17th at 1:00 pm and 
should last approximately 2 hours. There is no cost.    

Please notify the church if you are interested in 
attending so they can contact you if there are any 

changes.   

2021 WSBMN Cooperative Program 
Giving Update 

February      $36,234               92.8% of budget 

March           $33,339              85.2% of budget 

April              $36,193              92.5% of budget 

YTD               $142,097            90.8% of budget 

 

Mountain Top Baptist  

Assembly 2021 Schedule 

June 21-25 Mountain Top Survival School  
(old RA CAMP)  

June 25-27 Hispanic Family Camp 
July 4- NE Region Picnic 

July 5-9 Kids Camp 
July 12-17 Summit 1 
July 19-24 Summit 2 

July 26-30 CEF Youth Challenge 
Aug 1-6 CEF 1 

Aug 18-22 Crucible Project 
Aug 25-27 Stand Strong Men’s Retreat 

Sept 10-11 Northeast Region Ladies’ Retreat 
Sept 20-24 CEF Leadership Retreat 

Sept 24-26 BCM Retreat 
Sept 27-30 Close camp 

Lynda Roark 
mountaintopba@gmail.com 

307-315-4759 

mailto:mbcwheatland@gmail.com
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Outside the Camp  
By Dr Fred Creason                       

Northeast Region Missionary  

 

The book of Hebrews was written to 
Jewish “Christians,” who were being 
tempted to leave the church and go 
back to Judaism.  The readers were 
facing severe persecution, from Jews 

and Gentiles.  They were wavering in their thinking, 
whether they should continue with Christ and his church, 
or return to the safety of Judaism.   

 Judaism was a legal religion in the Roman Em-
pire; Christianity was not.  Judaism was protected by 
Roman law; Christianity was not.  The writer of Hebrews 
is concerned about his readers.  He brings a needed 
warning.  “Let us hold on to the confession of our hope 
without wavering, since he who promised is faith-
ful” (10:23).  “Let us watch out for one another to pro-
voke one another to love and good works” (10:24).     

 The Jewish “believers” needed to understand the 
importance of their decision, both temporally and eter-
nally.  The time when they could belong to two worlds—
Christian and Jewish—was coming to an end.  The new 
covenant had replaced the old.  “And what is obsolete 
and growing old is ready to vanish away” (8:13).   

 I don’t believe that a true believer can apostatize 
or leave the faith.  I do believe that professing believers, 
who were part of the Christian community, but not part 
of the family of God, can fall away.  The writer of He-
brews gives warning.  We must give warning today.     

 Joshua Harris is a tragic example of a modern-
day apostate.  In 1997, Harris published the book, I 
Kissed Dating Goodbye, a book that sold 1.2 million 
copies in the evangelical community.  In 2004, Harris 
became pastor of a megachurch in Maryland. He had be-
come a “Christian celebrity,” a much sought-after speak-
er and writer.  But something was wrong in Harris’s soul. 

 In July of 2016 Harris announced that he was 
divorcing his wife.  Some time later he issued an apology 
to the homosexual community.  “I regret standing against 
marriage equality, for not affirming your place in the 
church . . . I hope you can forgive me.”   

 Most importantly, Harris renounced his faith.  “I 
have undergone a massive shift in regard to my faith in 
Jesus.  The popular phrase for this is deconstruction, the 
biblical phrase is falling away.  By all the measurements 
that I have for defining a Christian, I am not a Christian.”   

 Joshua Harris had come to a crossroads.  He rec-
ognized that he could not claim Christ and support the 
homosexual agenda at the same time.  The way of the 
world and the way of Christ are mutually exclusive.  “No 
man can serve two masters” (Matt 6:24).  Harris had to 
make a choice:  Jesus or the world.  

 In an interview with Baptist Press, Albert 
Mohler gives the following warning, “We’re about to 
find out how many Christians there are in the United 
States . . . because people are going to be paying a 
price to be members of our churches.”   

 The temptations to rejecting Christ and his 
church were great in the Roman world.  Rome was 
supportive of inclusive religion.  You could worship 
any god you wanted, so long as you did not condemn 
the gods of others.  You could choose any “way of 
salvation,” so long as you did not condemn the 
“ways” of others.  You could practice any lifestyle, so 
long as you did not condemn the lifestyles of others.   

 The temptations to apostasy are just as great 
today.  We live in an “inclusive” day.  We preach an 
“exclusive” message.  We will be condemned by the 
world for preaching that message.  We will be con-
demned by the world for living that message.  We 
will be abandoned by those who, like Joshua Harris, 
have become ashamed of that message.    

 The Lord Jesus was rejected by this world.  
He “suffered outside the gate” (13:12).  If we belong 
to Jesus, we will be rejected by this world.  The days 
of transition, when we could seek acceptance by the 
world and the church, have come to an end.  We must 
choose whom we will serve.  If we belong to Jesus, 
we must “go to him outside the camp” (13:13).          
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The Just Shall Live by 
Faith 

                  By Dale Bascue                 
West Region Missionary  

 

 

I’m always amazed at the way God has revealed not only 

Himself in Scripture, but He has also revealed us. As I read 

through the Bible, often I find situations similar to the ones 

I face on a regular basis. Here is an example of what I’m 

talking about. 

We live in some pretty dark times. I’m not going to give you 

an exhaustive list of all the dark happenings of the world 

around us. I’m sure you know what’s going on. It’s enough 

to say that the world we grew up in has changed drastically, 

and not necessarily for the better. What’s more, I’m not 

sure we know what to do about the changes. We get to the 

place where we know the only thing we can do is call out to 

God. We have faith that God can and often does change 

men’s hearts and situations and circumstances for our 

better. So, we see something on the news, and we say, 

“God, you’ve got to do something!” And maybe we spend 

several days in concentrated prayer asking God to inter-

vene. Yet days, or weeks, or months later, things haven’t 

improved; maybe they’ve even worsened.  

And then I look into the Bible and I find something very 

similar. In Habakkuk chapter 1, the prophet is greatly con-

cerned about the state of affairs in his nation. He sees vio-

lence and injustice. Oppression, strife, and perverted jus-

tice are ongoing. And he cries out, “How long, Lord, must I 

call for help and you do not listen and save?” Do you ever 

feel that way? 

Israel’s problems are not much different than America’s 

problems. Not much has changed in the past 2400 years, 

has it? We still see violence and injustice. Strife, oppres-

sion, and perverted justice are just as much a part of our 

landscape as they were in ancient Israel. We cry out to God 

asking, pleading, begging that He would do something – 

and it often seems like heaven’s doors are shut. Maybe we 

think God isn’t listening or He isn’t concerned. But just like 

God answered Habakkuk, He will answer us. And that an-

swer is found as we keep reading. 

 

God told Habakkuk, “I am doing something. I will inter-

vene, but you won’t like what I’m going to do. I am raising 

up a godless pagan nation to judge My people.” Habakkuk 

answered God, “I can’t believe You would do that! Why 

would you use a godless, wicked people to judge your 

people? But, I’ll watch and see what You will do.” 

Chapter 2 starts out with the prophet saying he will stand 

his post and watch. The Chaldeans will come and destroy 

his nation. With the destruction they will bring on his peo-

ple, God tells the prophet that there is only one thing for 

him to do: “The just shall live by faith.” 

And that is what God tells us. America, at the least the 

America we grew up with, is on a slide into perdition. We 

have proven the Scripture to be true which says, “The 

wicked shall be turned into hell, and all the nations that 

forget God.” We’ve left God out and we are going to be – 

no, we are being judged because of it. We cry out to God. 

We do the best to repent of the sins of our people. We 

look to God and beg for righteousness and justice, but it 

seems like He has turned His back on us. So, what are we 

to do? Give up? Join the crowd? Hide in a cabin in the 

woods, miles from civilization? 

No. We are to live by faith. We are to be faithful and live 

as sons and daughters of God. “But we will be persecuted 

and hunted down. We may even be martyred for follow-

ing Jesus Christ.” How true that is. We have just recently 

seen how our brothers and sisters to the north in Canada 

are being arrested and persecuted for following Scripture 

when the government is commanding them to stop wor-

shiping.  How true the words of Peter must be: “Whether 

it’s right in the sight of God for us to listen to you rather 

than to God, you decide; for we are unable to stop speak-

ing about what we have seen and heard.” 

Maybe these are the rantings of a regional missionary 

who is concerned about what may be coming down the 

pike. Maybe these are the rambling, incoherent thoughts 

of an old man who is afraid that we have lost what it 

means to follow Christ and make disciples. Maybe these 

are prophetic words that need to be said now because we 

may not have the opportunity to say them later. Whatev-

er, one thing I know is true: the righteous one will live by 

faith. 

 


