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YOUTH EVANGELISM CONFERENCE
By Ed Tharp
The threat of a spring snowstorm could not keep over
160 people from attending the Youth Evangelism Conference in
Casper over the April 22nd weekend. Five churches did have to
spend an extra night in Casper after the event, but for them the
conference was worth the extra night.
We started the weekend on Friday night with a time of
challenge and then some fellowship and games to help students
from across the state get to know each other. On Saturday we began the day with a snowy breakfast and then a time of worship
followed by breakouts and lunch. We ended the conference with a
challenge as students returned home.
“Who do you say that I am?” was the theme of this year’s
conference. We live in a world where there are many opinions as
to who Jesus is and what He taught. Tim Meaux, a college student
from McNeese State University in Louisiana was our speaker. In
the three sessions, he challenged the students to consider: “Who is
the Jesus I worship,” “Who is the Jesus I serve,” and “Who is the
Jesus I share.” It is extremely important that our students have a
Biblical understanding of who Jesus is and then to be able to share
this truth with their friends.
This theme was carried out through the breakout
sessions. Students chose from a list of options that were designed
to help students practically live out their faith.

On Saturday May 14, we had 17 students who graduated from
Gateway Seminary through the Wyoming Southern Baptist
Center for Leadership Development. Eight students were able
to participate in graduation exercises with the Gateway Rocky
Mountain Campus in Centennial, CO. Graduates pictured are
Kara Imes, Brian Kenney, Dawn Kenney, Steven Schall, Linda
Orben, Marlaina Coonis, Velvet Brown, and April Constantine.
Also pictured are Dr. Fred Creason, Pastor John Constantine,
and Dr. Warren Haynes. See the Fall class schedule on page 4.

Butch Hansen led a breakout on living your
faith on campus, Reuben Marlow led a breakout on
discovering different styles of sharing your faith,
Steven Schall led a breakout helping students discover
how they can truly know God, Ed Tharp led a breakout on why the church is important in our spiritual life,
and we had a tough questions breakout led by Quin
Williams and Josh Yelton.
Hopefully the adults and students who attended left not only having had a great weekend, but also
challenged in both their own faith and in how to share
that faith with others. We are looking forward to YEC
2023. Make plans to join us.
Ed Tharp serves as Pastor of Boyd Avenue Baptist Church in
Casper and leads the Youth Evangelism Committee.
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WSBMN Region Celebrations!
Northeast—Fred Creason
Casper—Upward basketball, with the partnership between College Heights Baptist and Boyd Avenue Baptist,
was great this year. The kids had fun, the gospel was
shared, and Fred Creason got to resume his referee career
(after 19 years without a whistle).

South—David Schroeder
South Region held a well-attended retreat at Saratoga
Hot Springs Resort. Targeting ministry families, 46 people
of all ages participated. Keith Evans led the theme of
“Ministry for the Long Haul”.

West—Dale Bascue
Shoshoni – The new Wind
River Church had their first
baptisms on Sunday, April 24.
Borrowing the baptistery from
United Baptist Church in Riverton, their sending church, six
people followed the Lord in
believer’s baptism. At least five others are waiting to be
baptized at a later date. John Scudder is pastor.

Memorial in Wheatland called Chandler and Caroline
Moody (infant daughter Margo) to serve as Minister to
Youth and Minister of Music, respectably.
HillTop Green River called Harper Roderick (Melissa &
two children) as Associate Pastor of Student Ministry.
A Missouri Associational Mission Team is scheduled for
major work at the Collegiate Missions House in Laramie
this summer.
First Baptist Church Hanna, Agape Cheyenne and Iron
Mountain Cheyenne are currently pastorless. Iron
Mountain will make a decision by vote in June.
Trinity Laramie has agreed to host SR’s Annual Meeting
on September 10th.
Regional Missionary David Schroeder announced he is
retiring, effective July 31st. A search committee is being
put together to call a new RM.

PRAY for the Harvest

Thank you for praying for churches seeking God’s
direction for a new pastor.
David Schroeder, South Region:
First Southern Baptist Church, Hanna
Agape Baptist Church, Cheyenne
Iron Mountain Country Church, Cheyenne*
Fred Creason, Northeast Region:
Iglesia Bautista Principe de Paz, Casper
Big Horn Baptist Church, Buffalo
Ft. Laramie Country Church, Ft. Laramie
Dale Bascue, West Region:
Fellowship Baptist Church, LaBarge
*Served by interim

Riverton – Palm Sunday was a special day at Set Free. It
started with Pastor Richard Mills honoring those who
serve in various areas of ministry through the church.
Kara Iams was recognized for her service at the women’s
home as Pastor Richard served her by washing her feet.
Three men were ordained as deacons and Patrick Wright
was ordained as a minister of the Gospel and will serve
the church as assistant pastor.
Lyman—On Saturday, March 12, Bridger Valley Baptist
Church hosted a Sunday School training with members
of our Wyoming Southern Baptist Sunday School team. It
was a fun time of learning and fellowship. We are thankful to Bridger Valley pastor Aaron Green and Heart of the
Valley Baptist pastor, Joe Reynolds for making this a
special event.

2022 WSBMN Cooperative
Program Giving Update
February

$29,214.95

73% of Budget

March

$28,482.59

71%

April

$31,659.00

79%

YTD

$127,887.01

80%
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Vacation Bible School Clinic 2022!
On April 8-9 Mountain View Baptist Church in Mills hosted the Wyoming
Southern Baptist VBS clinic. It was a great time of training and fellowship. Thanks to Cindy Ma, and all the members of our state VBS team.
Thanks to the Wyoming churches who participated. And a special
thanks to the folks at Mountain View!!

Northern Wyoming Collegiate Ministry
By Shane Rosty
th,

On February 25 I had scheduled a POWer hour (Prayer, Outreach, and Worship) between 11-1 pm. We have started
to make these weekly events in which I take a group of leadership students on campus to train them on evangelism. This day,
we decided to try a “Sparks Board” method. In this method, we take a dry erase board and easel to campus and write on a question designed to spark gospel conversations. You then walk around campus and hand people markers and ask them to write
their answers on the board. After they answer, you discuss how they responded to the question. I let the student decide between
two questions. They went with “What is the Purpose of Humanity?” Several students came and answered the question.
One young man named Cooper wrote on the board that curiosity is the purpose of humanity. I noted that he seemed to
know several of our students, so I asked him a few questions regarding his answer. I began the conversations trying the new
tactics I learned about pre-evangelizing to address relativism. I asked if there is a goal or end to man's curiosity or just an unending pursuit. He began to discuss the possibility of arriving at discovery and whether he could believe that there is ultimate
truth. Knowing that we are a Christian Club, he expressed that he thinks religion is essential and helps some people. He felt that
all religions were compatible and pursuing the same thing, which in his mind was human flourishing. I asked what he thought
about the mutually exclusive claims of all religions and how they could be compatible. He said that he was uncomfortable with
the thought of any one religion being considered wrong. He was eating a pizza and sat down to continue our conversation. I
asked him what he would think if someone saw his pizza and proclaimed, “you are not eating a pizza. You are eating an elephant” Would he consider that person's statement wrong? With some hesitation, He admitted that they would indeed be wrong
no matter how genuinely or fervently they believed his pizza was an elephant. With that, he then acknowledged that the ultimate pursuit of curiosity is to arrive at the discovery of reality.
He returned to the discussion of religions after I had asked him if there was a possible scenario where it would be appropriate to tell someone from a religion that they are wrong. He described a sect of Hinduism in India that baths in a filthy
river that causes many to become sick. He said that because their belief was harming them, he would feel better about warning
that the practice is harmful. He stated that if they didn’t heed his warning, it was up to them to decide. At this, I responded,
Christ gave me a similar task. To warn everyone in the “River of Sin” that it has brought them and all creation harm. There is
only one way (Jn 14:6) to be lifted out of the filthy river, made clean, and given a restored relationship with God. When I show
people that information, it is up to them to decide to believe and confess and be brought out of the river or not. I went through
briefly and informally the life in 6 words GOSPEL. I asked him, “What are some barriers that keep you from placing faith in
Jesus?”
He stated that he struggles with the idea that God wouldn’t make people with the same deity as himself. He noted that
this seems a bit self-centered. He continued, “I like what Satan offered Adam and Eve.” I asked what that was? He answered,
“Satan offered that they could become Gods.” He noted that he really liked that. He believes everyone is their own God. I mentioned that in the passage in Genesis, Satan was offering what he couldn’t back up; it was a lie. He said, “I still really like the
idea that I’m my own God.” At that point, it seemed to me that we were starting to get into volitional reasons for not believing.
I asked, “If I gave you proof beyond a reasonable doubt that Jesus is everything he claimed to be, even if you don’t like it,
would you trust Christ? He said, “no, I just don’t want to believe.” At that, he said he needed to get to class. I said I enjoyed our
conversation, and he said he did as well. I gave him a bible and turned to the book of John. I told him that if he reads this, evidence about Jesus could present itself. That God may reach out to you through reading it. I gave him my contact info and
Prayed for him, and he left.
I wish I would have had time to explore the ramifications of his statement that we are all Gods. In the end, it started to
seem like he was uninterested in Christianity personally but more interested in the psycho-social benefits of religion in general.
It was the first time I had met him, and he seemed interested in getting back together sometime for a follow-up discussion. Several of my leaders who knew him came immediately to me to ask how the conversation went. We spent some time praying that
God would soften Cooper’s heart and bring him to Christ.
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The Wyoming Southern Baptist Center
for Leadership Development, in
partnership with Gateway Seminary, is
offering 5 classes in the fall 2022
semester. This is our 17th year. Most
of the classes are available on ZOOM.
See Master’s Class information below.
If you are interested please contact
Fred Creason at 307-267-4235.

Mountain Top Baptist Assembly
2022 CAMP SCHEDULE

 Wyoming State Sponsored Camp


June 24-26 Hispanic Family Camp

 July 11-15 Kids Camp
 July 18-23 Summit Youth Camp 1
 July 25-30 Summit Youth Camp 2


July 31-Aug 5 CEF Youth Challenge



Aug. 7-12 CEF Camp Good News



Aug. 18-21 Crucible Project



Sept. 1-4 CEF Leadership Retreat

 Sept. 23-25 Collegiate Ministries Retreat
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Oasis 2022
By Quin Williams
As you know, an Oasis is a place of safety, security, and
rest in the midst of an otherwise hostile environment. In our world today,
our church leaders are facing an ever increasing hostile environment.
When we gather we find that Oasis through the fellowship, the change of
pace, and hopefully a time and place of security, where we can rest a bit.
All of us need that from time to time. This is why we have Oasis every year. While everyone cannot be a part of this annual
retreat, we need to understand that, while ministry in the name of Christ is the
greatest calling that a person can receive, church leadership is hard. When you
invest yourself into the lives of people, you will find that human lives are messy.
It is in the messiness of the lives of others that we find stress. When that stress
builds over time, we just need to take some time to rest and recharge our
batteries. If you cannot come to our Oasis Retreat, then please find a time and
place where you can let some of your stress go. In all honesty, taking parts of
three days a year is nowhere near enough.
On April 28-30, pastors, staff, and their wives gathered at the Ramkota Hotel in Casper for our annual, Oasis Church Staff and Wives Retreat. This year we were pleased
to have Bo and Rachel Neal to lead us through this retreat. Bo planted Southwinds
Church in south Calgary, Alberta about 12 years ago. He has transitioned from
Church Planter, to Pastor, to leader of the south Calgary church planting network.
Currently he is also the President of the Canadian Baptist Convention. Throughout
the retreat, Bo challenged us to fight and “Win the Battle for Your Mind”. The world
and our culture constantly wages war against those of us who view life through a
biblical mindset. Rachel led the ladies in a breakout session that from all accounts
was a wonderful time of encouragement and sharing. The retreat closed with a directed prayer time in which we gathered in
small groups and prayed for one another and the Kingdom work in which each of us are involved.
The music aspects of our worship times was led by Scott Baxter and part of the Boyd Avenue Worship Team. As each of these
times unfolded, we enjoyed wonderful moments of singing praises and hymns to our Lord. We had times of prayer as we entered into His presence. We were challenged and encouraged through inspiring messages.
Along with the dinners and scripted meeting times, there were blocks of time set apart so
that attendees could enjoy Casper, spend time just resting, have extended times of fellowship with one another, or whatever.
When you read through the Gospels, you will see that Jesus retreated from time to time.
Even when He took His disciple with Him, He would often take a few moments to pull away
from them and spend some time with the Father. This was His Oasis. He didn’t retreat very
far, usually. And He did not stay away very long at any given time. But, He did get away. If
Jesus needed to do that, then so do we. So, if you can, plan to be a part of our Oasis next year. The dates are May 4-6, 2023 at
the Ramkota in Casper. If you cannot, please find a time and place where you can meet the Lord and let Him be the Oasis that
each of us needs.
Hope to see you next year!
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Retirements




Pam Hans has announced her upcoming retirement
as Administrative Assistant and Office Manager of
the Wyoming Southern Baptist Mission Network.
Her retirement will take affect at the end of 2022.
She has served Wyoming Southern Baptists for 27
years. She has served alongside all four Executive
Directors of our Convention/Network. The commitment to the work that Pam has displayed over the
years and the value that she is to our Network cannot be overstated. While this summer will be spent
seeking someone to take over her duties in our
office, we fully understand that she will never be
replaced. Thank you, Pam!!!
David Schroeder has announced His retirement as
the Regional Missionary for the South Region of the
Wyoming Southern Baptist Mission Network effective
July 31, 2022. David and Carla have served in Wyoming for 6 years. They came here after spending a
number of years with the International Mission
Board. Their duties with the Mission Board were to
carry the Gospel of Jesus Christ to the ends of the
earth. When they came to Wyoming, those duties
merely shifted location. While his responsibilities
have been pointed to the churches in Wyoming’s
South Region, he has indeed served churches and
pastors across our state. David and Carla, thank you
for your time of service to our Lord here in Wyoming!
The Executive Board will begin a search in the near
future.

2022 WSBMN Calendar of Events
June
12-15 SBC Annual Meeting, Anaheim, CA
19
Father’s Day
24-26 Hispanic Family Camp
July
4
11-15
17-23
18-23
25-30
31-8/5

Independence Day / WSBMN Closed
Kid’s Camp, MTBA
High School National Finals Rodeo, Gillette
Summit Youth Camp Week 1, MTBA
Summit Youth Camp Week 2, MTBA
CEF Youth Challenge, MTBA

August
7-12
9
15
18-21
20
23
27

CEF Good News Camp, MTBA
South Region Exec Board Meeting, TBD
Sept Horizons deadline (Sept, Oct, Nov)
Crucible Project, MTBA
NE Region Annual Meeting; Outfitter Bar Nunn
South Region Exec Board Meeting, TBD
West Region Annual Meeting, FS Powell

September
1-4
CEF Leadership Retreat, MTBA
4-11 Week of Prayer for WSBMN State Mission
5
WSBMN Closed, Labor Day
9-10 Statewide Ladies Retreat, Boyd Avenue
10
South Region Annual Meeting, TBD
15
Adm Team, WSBMN 3:00 pm
16
Executive Board, WSBMN 10:00 am
23-25 Collegiate Ministries Student Retreat, MTBA
October
4-5
Denver Planter Assessment Retreat
November
2-3
WSBMN Closed, Evangelism Conference /
Annual Meeting
2-3
WSBMN Evangelism Conference, Riverton,
United Baptist Church

3-4

WSBMN Annual Meeting, Riverton, United
Baptist Church

3

Executive Board Organizational meeting
following the evening session

4
4
14
24

All Seminary Breakfast, 7:00am, Holiday Inn
WSBMN Church Planter Luncheon, TBD,
Dec Horizons deadline (Dec, Jan, Feb)
WSBMN Closed, Thanksgiving
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Let’s Go Swimming!
By Dale Bascue
West Region Missionary

It’s the beginning of summer and summer activities are
getting into full swing. We think of picnics, camping,
baseball and cookouts. One of our favorite summer
activities is going to the swimming hole and cooling off
in the refreshing waters. I spent a lot of my summers as
a kid in Arizona and Texas at the swimming pool. Every
pool had a deep end and a shallow end. You had to
prove your swimming abilities before you could get in
the deep water. You see, the problem with the deep
end of the pool is that a swimmer can get in over his
head and lose control.
In Ezekiel 47, the prophet goes swimming. He swims in
a river that doesn’t yet exist. It’s a river that flows from
under the Temple, past the altar, and through the door.
It descends down from Jerusalem into the Arabah, the
Jordan Rift, and into the Dead Sea. This is a vision of the
coming kingdom of Christ. Many prophecies are given
about this river. Joel, Zachariah, and Isaiah all give information about this river. It isn’t an ordinary river by any
means. It’s a river that brings life in a way that no other
river ever has. It flows into the Dead Sea and completely changes the dynamics of that body of water. The
Dead Sea is six times saltier that any other body of water on the planet. Because of this enormous amount of
mineral deposits, life cannot exist in the Dead Sea
(hence the name). The Jordan River flows into the Dead
Sea. The 201-mile-long rushing river starts its path at
the base of Mount Hermon. The river plummets nearly
3,000 ft. into the Sea of Galilee in a series of whitewater rapids. After exiting the Sea of Galilee it drops
2,414 more feet in a sweeping current. 35 species of
fish live in the Jordan river but none of them can exist
in the Dead Sea. But in the ages to come, this new river
will so infuse life into the Dead Sea that marine life will
match, if not exceed, that found in the Mediterranean
Sea. What is it about this water that makes the change
in the Dead Sea? It may be the amount of water flowing
into the sea is enough to flush out the minerals. But I
think there is another reason the Dead Sea comes to
life.
I would say there is a special spiritual quality to this
river that brings life, and that quality is its source. This
river is the River of God; it is His life-giving power that
comes from the sacrifice on the altar.

There is a fountain filled with blood
Drawn from Immanuel’s veins
And Sinners plunged beneath that flood
Lose all their filthy stains.
This river is filled with the water Jesus referred to when
He told the woman at the well, “Whoever drinks of the
water I give will never get thirsty again. The water I give
will become a well of water springing up within for eternal life.” It is the living water; the water of life; the water of God’s power and ability to take that which is
dead and make it alive; to make the detestable desirable. And we need to respond to this water like the
woman at the well, “Sir, give me this water!”
In his vision, Ezekiel is brought to this river. He goes out
about a third of a mile and the water of the river is ankle deep. He goes another third of a mile and it is to his
knees. After another third of a mile it reaches his waist.
But in Ezekiel 47:5, he says, “he measured another one
thousand cubits (third of a mile) and it was a river that I
could not cross; for the water was too deep, water in
which one must swim.”
Some people are content to know about God and His
life-giving, sin-forgiving cleansing water. They dip their
toes in it. They know about it, but are not willing to
make any kind of commitment. Some people go a little
deeper after they have come to understand the benefits of being cleansed in the water. These are people
who make a profession of faith and join a church. They
are willing to give up an hour or two on Sunday morning to attend church, but they won’t go much further.
Some people make more of a commitment in following
the Lord. Their understanding of new life in Christ is
deeper than others and they will go deeper but are not
willing to commit fully. I think this is where most people
are content to stop in their level of commitment. As
they look ahead they see the river is wider and deeper
than they are comfortable with. They’re not willing to
listen to the voice of Jesus as He calls us to go further.
Yet Jesus does call us to get lost in His life; to get in over
our heads; to lose control so He has control. The water
is deep. It’s over our head, but the God who provides
life in that water is the trustworthy one who is there to
catch us and keep us. Go ahead, jump in the deep end.
It’s deep, it’s wide but if we are going to radically relate
to Jesus Christ we have to get lost in His life.
Jump in!
Let’s go swimming!
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The Little Children
By Dr. Fred Creason
Northeast Region Missionary

I pastored a church full of children. That was a great blessing! But occasionally it had some challenges. I’ll never
forget the day a cute little girl on the front pew entertained my church people for all 15 minutes of my Sunday morning sermon. It was supposed to be a 30-minute sermon, I think. But I gave up trying. I knew that I had more than “met my
match.”
Children had little standing in Jesus’s day. Jewish parents treasured little boys, because they hoped the boys would
carry on the family business, or take care of them when they got old. But children were expected to be seen and not heard.
Busy Rabbis had no time for children. Jesus’s disciples even tried to protect Jesus from the disruptions of children.
But Jesus rebuked them strongly, “Let the little children come to me and do not hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom of heaven” (Matt 19:14).
Nothing angers me more than accounts of child abuse, especially in Christian ministry settings. I never had children, but I can’t imagine the pain that parents endure when their children are abused by pastors, or youth pastors, or children’s workers, or camp counselors, or missionaries. A child’s image of Jesus and church is distorted--often forever.
It’s amazing how children, especially younger children, view pastors, youth pastors, Vacation Bible School workers,
camp counselors, and Sunday School teachers. I can remember the many times when children would run across the church
auditorium screaming, “Pastor Fred.” Every time they hugged my knees and smiled up at me, I remembered my responsibility to them.
When ministry leaders receive a child in the “name of Jesus,” we are receiving Jesus (Matt 18:5). As a pastor, I soon
learned that I had a special place in my church children’s eyes. They saw Jesus when they saw me. They hugged Jesus when
they hugged me. I wanted our church children to know that Jesus loved them, and treasured them. I wanted them to know
that Jesus’s church was a wonderful and safe place to be.
Jesus gives a warning to those who would do spiritual (and physical) harm to children. “Whoever causes one of
these little ones who believe in Me to stumble, it would be better for him to have a heavy millstone hung around his neck,
and to be drowned in the depth of the sea” (Matt 18:6).
The phrase, “cause to stumble,” is the Greek verb, skandilizo. It describes the trigger on a death trap. It describes a
life-marring, often life-destroying event. It describes an event that could drive people away from Jesus and his church.
A “millstone” was used to crush grain. A “heavy millstone” (Matt 18:6) can be translated a “millstone of a donkey.”
It describes the “huge stone wheels” that were “attached to a horizontal bar connected to a donkey’s harness” (Blomberg,
Matthew, 274). Jesus is using a graphic illustration. Such a heavy millstone would drag a person to the bottom of a lake.
There would be no possibility of survival.
Jesus is saying that those who abuse children would be better off “physically” dead. But is Jesus saying that every
person who abuses a child is “spiritually” dead?
It seems clear that those who abuse children can have no assurance that they are saved. One act may not send a
person to hell. But a lifestyle of child abuse is incompatible with salvation. I do not believe that a person who repeatedly
abuses children can have the Holy Spirit dwelling in their life.
I can still remember the responsibility I felt, as a pastor, to make sure that children were safe in church. All of us
who work with children need to remember that responsibility. There are evil people in this world. There are evil people
who would try to use our church as a place to do their evil. We must do our best to make sure that our church is a safe
place for children. We must do our best to make sure that our church is a place where children can experience the love of
Jesus.

