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The Glory of God 

By Quin Williams,  

State Missionary  

 

Recently, I was a part of the memorial service of one 
of the great saints I have known.  This is not about 
him.  But it’s about what I learned as I prepared for 
that service.  One of the problems in preparing a me-
morial message for a humble, yet great follower of 
Christ, is which passage to use.  There are so many 
passages that apply, but you can’t use them all.  I 
settled on the episode of the funeral of Lazarus.  You 
know the backstory.  Martha, Lazarus’ sister and dear 
friend of Jesus, meets Jesus before He arrives at the 
tomb.  In that conversation, Jesus offers these words, 
“I am the resurrection and the life.  He who believes in 
Me, though he may die, he shall live.  And whoever 
lives and believes in Me shall never die.  Do you believe 
this?”  (John 11: 25-26 NKJV) Martha affirmed her be-
lief in Jesus as Christ.  Shortly after that, at the tomb, 
when Martha warns Jesus that the stone should not be 
removed from the tomb, He reminds her, “Did I say to 
you that if you would believe you would see the glory 
of God?”  (John 11: 40 NKJV) Shortly thereafter, Jesus 
raises Lazarus from the dead and everyone saw the 
glory of God. 

Now I have no idea how many times I’ve read this 
chapter in John’s Gospel.  But, for some reason, Jesus 
reminding Martha that He had told her that her belief 
would allow her to see the glory of God, really spoke 
to me.  You see, I do not think that this is an isolated 
occasion, that only this one time, with only this small 
group of people, would believers see the glory of God.  
On the contrary!   

We who believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the 
Living God are subject to see the glory of God over and 
over.  Martha was at one the low points of her life.  Her 
brother had just died.  She didn’t know what to do.  She 
was hurting emotionally and spiritually.  But, in that low 
moment, Jesus showed her the glory of God. 

As we look around in our culture at this point in history, 
there is much anxiety all around us.  The COVID-19 crises, 
the political chaos that surrounds us, the war on fossil 
fuels, the attacks on religious freedoms, and on and on 
we could go.  All these things tell us that we live in uncer-
tain times.  To deny that reality is to deny truth.  We may 
as well face up to it and see what we can do.  This brings 
me back to John 11.  We are living in uncertain times.  
But, if we believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the 
living God.  If we believe that He and He alone is the res-
urrection and the life, then we are in a place where we 
can see the glory of God.  Not only that, but we are also 
able to show an unbelieving world that God is still on His 
throne and He is still exhibiting His glory.  Pastors, show 
your people the glory of God that is around them.  Assure 
your congregations that God can and will exhibit His glo-
ry.  Reach out to your unbelieving communities and 
affirm to them that God is the only source of glory availa-
ble to us today. (That has always been true!)  Be the arms 
of Jesus to a lost, unbelieving, and hopeless world.   

You and I have seen the glory of God.  If we continue to 
express our faith, then we will see the glory of God again 
and again.  God is in the glory business.  Everything He 
does is filled with glory.  He is glorious by His very nature.  
We see His glory in a sunrise, in an infant’s face, in the 
life of unbelievers as they come to faith in Christ.  The 
glory of God is around us, it is in us, and I think it is even 
more evident in dark times.  His glory just shines bright-
er!  So, let us not miss this opportunity.  As we encounter 
people who are struggling under the strains of current 
events, let us say to them what Jesus said to Martha, “If 
you believe, you will see the glory of God.” 
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WSBMN Region Celebrations! 

 

Tim Millikin is serving as Associate   

Pastor of Circle G Cowboy Church in 

Glendo.  Marty Roark is pastor.   

 

 

Lifeway Church in Torrington helped served Thanksgiving 
meals to 100 people and delivered 222 meals to those 
unable to attend. The Elks Lodge in Torrington, area super-
markets and individuals came together with donations to 
make the Thanksgiving dinner a possibility for area family 
and friends.  Cody Dyer is Pastor. 

On Sunday, December 13, Faith Community Church in  

Gillette celebrated two new deacons: Mark Allen and Jason 

Allen. Pastor Mark Largent gave the charge to the church, 

and Fred Creason gave the charge to the deacons.  

Northeast—Fred Creason 

West—Dale Bascue 

So far, 2021 has been a tough year for churches is the West Region.  

Not only are our churches continuing to deal with issues from Covid-19, but because our communities are so reliant on the oil 
and gas industries, the economy is fast approaching a bust.   

But through it all, our pastors and churches have remained faithful to their calling and God is at work. Within the first six weeks 
of 2021, our churches have reported a good number of professions of faith and baptisms. Pastor John Burns at CrossPoint 
Baptist Church in Worland has reported four baptisms in January. He said they had one additional adult baptized Sunday 
February 21.   He met with a couple recently that will be coming forward to let the church know they desire to be baptized, so 
that's two more adults soon.  Then two youth are working through a baptism booklet that are potentially being baptized in the 
near future. 

Pastor Johannes Slabbert at Water of Life in Cowley has reported nine professions of faith and three baptisms.  

Pastors Al Bella, Living Water Community Church, Kemmerer and Dean Whitaker, United Baptist Church in Riverton have 
also reported baptisms. 

The gospel is still the power of God unto salvation. God is still saving souls, and the churches of the West Region are still being 
faithful to the Great Commission. 

South—David Schroeder 

Yellowstone Baptist Church in Cheyenne called Mark 
Escalera to be pastor.  Mark and wife Violet began serving 
with the church in December of 2020. 

 

A great project took place 
recently at Calvary 
Church  Encampment. 
They filled their church 
yard with timber, then cut, 
split and    delivered fire-
wood to many folks in the 
community. 

 

 

True Vine Community Church in Cheyenne has selected 
Daniel Leonard as Youth Pastor, James Boyd as Assistant 
Pastor, and Robert Murphy Assistant Pastor/Administrator. 

Greg Snell (Linda) who serves as pastor of First Baptist 
Church in Saratoga was ordained February 21.   

Scott Ochsenhirt is being ordained by Wamsutter Baptist 
Church.  Scott (Kathy) has been called to be pastor, after 
serving as interim since April 2020.   

All South Region churches have pastors except Bairoil 
Community Baptist Church.   
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What Is The Church? 
By Don Whalen, Church Planting Strategist 

With all the emphasis on church planting today, there seems to be a lot of discussion about, 
“What is the church?” and “What does it do?”   

 Some define the church as a worship event that takes place on Sunday morning at 11:00am.   
Others see the church as a building where worship takes place, as in “we go to church.”  Still 
others define the church as a denominational group, “I’m Baptist,” “I’m Catholic” or “I’m 

Methodist.” 

 Most of us, however, have come to understand that we are the church.  The church isn’t a place, a pro-
gram or an event; it is a people.  The church is a community of disciples, on mission together, advancing God’s 
Kingdom on earth. 

 But what does the church do?  How does it operate?  There seems to be no end to the books, blogs and 
boisterous dialogues that are designed to give us clarity on how the church operates and what the church does.  It 
might be helpful to return to the Gospels and allow the “Head” of the Church to give us clarity on His church. 

 Jesus mentions the church only twice in the Gospels (Matthew 16:18 and Matthew 18:17).  While the ref-
erences are few, what Jesus does do is model for us through His life and ministry, what the church is and does.  As 
you follow Jesus through the Gospels, we see Him gather a community of disciples around Him, equip them to live 
and love like He lives and loves, and then Jesus sent them out into the world to advance the Kingdom of God 
through the “Good News” of the Gospel. 

A Community Of Disciples… 

 We are the church, those who have heard Jesus’ call to Himself and have responded to the “Good News” 
that Jesus has made a way for us through His death, burial and resurrection to be forgiven and experience the new 
life that Jesus brings. 

 Jesus extended a simple invitation to those first 12 disciples and as He welcomed them into a relationship 
with Himself, Jesus modeled for them and for us what the church is, a community of disciples that do life together 
in community and on mission together. 

 We are the “ecclesia,” the “called out ones,” a people who have denied themselves, taken up their cross 
and are following Jesus, (Luke 9:23).  We are a community of disciples living together in right relationship with God 
and with one another and together we advance the Kingdom of God.   

On Mission Together… 

 The purpose for Jesus’ coming was not to start a new religion or establish a new religious institution.  He 
came, sent by the Father, to usher in a new Kingdom, purchased and empowered by His death, burial and resur-
rection.  Jesus came to bring a new life, eternal life, but that life isn’t just enjoyed in the “sweet by and by”, it is 
also enjoyed and lived out in the “nasty here and now”.  Jesus said to His disciples, “Pray then like this: ‘Our Father 
in heaven, hallowed be your name.  Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven,’” (Matthew 
6:9-10).  

 Jesus came to initiate a movement of redemption and restoration.  He calls and commands His church to 
join Him in the mission to bring heaven to earth.  His call to mission for the church is clear, “As the Father has sent 
me, even so I am sending you,” (John 20:21). 

 The church is an army of disciples, on mission, making disciples who make disciples, as we share the      
Savior’s life and His love wherever we live, work or play. 

Continued on page 4 
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Advancing His Kingdom… 

 A kingdom must have a king.  The one who reigns and rules, and through his kingdom authority, brings 
peace, security and prosperity to the king’s subjects.  The church is, the people of God under the reign and rule 
of God, enjoying His peace, His security and the prosperity found in His “life.”   

 As the church, we advance the King’s agenda, not our own.  The King’s agenda is an agenda of redemp-
tion for those held captive in sin, of renewal for those dead in sin, and of restoration for those who live far from 
God. 

 Jesus has called His church out of an allegiance to this world, and into a new life of fidelity lived with 
kingdom purpose.   

 Before ascending into heaven, Jesus shared a commission, a call to a life of purpose for His church, “But 
you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in 
all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth,” (Acts 1:8). 

 Jesus is still gathering a community of disciples around Him, equipping them to live and love like He 
lives and loves, and He is still sending us out into the world to advance the Kingdom of God.  That is the church 
at its best.  That is you and me at our best!  

What Is The Church?        Continued from page 3 

 

       April 9-10, 2021

  Submit your church’s registration form by April 5th and your church will be entered into a     

drawing for a Super Duper Sized Backdrop.  However, later registrations and walk-ins are always welcomed.   
 So, come join in this year’s “Destination Dig” training at the 2021 VBS clinic! 

watch your mail for all 

the details!! 

your Lifeway VBS 
materials must be ordered 

through the Lifeway Bookstore 
website lifeway.com/vbsquickorder  

http://lifeway.com/vbsquickorder
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Northern Wyoming Collegiate Ministries 

Shane Rosty, Director  

We have had a fantastic launch to the semester. Our 
team is fresh and full of zeal for the spread of the gos-
pel. We had a leadership retreat that was extremely 
beneficial to all who came. I wanted to offer to you all 
a packet that Becky and I have put together over the 
years for leader retreats. It's a “Best of the Best” dis-
cipleship handbook in which we have pulled together 
many of our favorite and most effective resources to 
train students in disciple-making. Let us know if you 
are interested.  

 

PRAY for the  

Harvest 

 

Thank you for praying for churches seeking 
God’s direction for a new pastor. 

 

David Schroeder, South Region:   

Bairoil Community Baptist Church, Bairoil 

First Southern Baptist Church, Hanna* 

 

Fred Creason, Northeast Region: 

Iglesia Bautista Principe de Paz, Casper 

Westside Baptist Church, Gillette* 

First Southern Baptist Chapel, Kaycee 

Contact 307-738-2311, fsbchapel@rtconnect.net  

 

Dale Bascue,  West Region: 

 Warm Valley Baptist Church, Pavillion 

 Grace Life Church, Pinedale 

 

*Served by interim  

2020 / 2021 WSBMN Cooperative 
Program Giving Update 

University of Wyoming Collegiate Ministries 

 Doug Wookey, Director 

Evangelism 
While skating at the ice arena with our college stu-
dents, we were able to minister to a professor at the 
University of Wyoming and his family from Uzbekistan. 
Not only did we talk with them and teach them about 
ice skating but we also got to point them to the Lord. 
The exciting part is one of our students has a class with 
this professor. Therefore, they are able to spend the 
time with and pour into this man and his family more. 
We are very excited about this connection and cannot 
wait to see what comes of it. Please pray for this fami-
ly.  

Ministry 

For the last couple of months I have had a great time of 
discipleship with a number of our students. The best 
part about discipleship is that you get to see them grow 
in their faith. I love to watch as they start to put God 
first. For example, setting the expectation of prayer, 
then praying with them, and then watching them react 
to problems with prayer.  

I love it even more when you start to see them putting 
Christ first in their life in every way. You desire a pour-
ing out of God's word and living it out in their lives and 
then people other than yourself start to recognize that 
change, which is truly exciting. Please pray for these 
students as they learn to grow and put Christ first in 
their lives. 

 

November  $30,714.37 

December  $39,683.63 

2020 YTD   $422,059.49   80% of budget 

 

January 2021 

 $36,251.89   93% of budget 

Rick and Linda 

Rick Husk passed away on    
November 26, 2020.  Rick 
served Christ as the pastor of 
Jeffrey City Baptist Church, and 
was a faithful deacon at Hilltop 
Baptist Church in Casper. His 
faith in Christ Jesus defined his 
character as a man, and he took 
many opportunities to share his 
Savior’s love with others before 
Jesus called him home.   
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WSBMN Calendar of Events  

March 

7-14      Week of Prayer for NAMB Annie Armstrong                                                                    
 Easter Offering 

11-13     Church Planter and Wives Retreat, Casper,                                                               
    Sunrise Baptist Church 

16           New Church Planter Orientation, Denver CO  

17           Local Send Network Gathering, Denver CO 

April 

4 EASTER 

5 WSBMN Resource Center Closed 

9-10 Collegiate Ministries Directors’ Planning 
 Retreat, Casper  

9-10 Vacation Bible School Clinic, Casper, Mt. 
 View Baptist 

15 Administrative Team Meeting, WSBMN, 
 3:00 pm – 8:00 pm   

16 Executive Board Meeting, WSBMN
 10:00 am – 4:00 pm  

21 Support Staff Appreciation Day 

22 South Region Executive Board Meeting, TBD 

23-24 Preacher School, Casper, Mt View Baptist  

23-24 Youth Evangelism Conference, Casper,     
 College  Heights Baptist Church  

29-5/1 OASIS, Casper, Hilton Garden Inn 

May 

9 Mother’s Day 
15 Gateway Seminary CLD Graduation, CO 
17 June Horizons deadline (June, July, Aug)   
21-22 South Region Women’s Retreat, TBD  
31 WSBMN Closed, Memorial Day 

June 

13-16 SBC Annual Meeting, Nashville, TN 
14-16 Church Planting Booth at SBC, Nashville, TN 
17 SDOM Fellowship Meeting, Nashville, TN 
20 Father’s Day  
21-25 Training Camp for Boys, (RA)  Mt. Top  
25-27 Hispanic Family Camp, Mt. Top  

July 

4 Independence Day 
4 Northeast Region Picnic, Mt. Top  
5 WSBMN Closed, Independence Day holiday  
5-9 Kid’s Camp, Mt. Top Baptist Assembly 
12-17 Summit Youth Camp Week 1, Mt. Top 
18-24 High School National Finals Rodeo, Lincoln 
19-24 Summit Youth Camp Week 2, Mt. Top  
26-30 CEF Youth Challenge, Mt. Top 

  

Every dollar given to the Annie Armstrong 

Easter Offering supports thousands of     

missionaries across the U.S. and Canada.  
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When Pressures to Conform Make Us Do Strange Things 
By David Schroeder, South Region Missionary  

 

      It was a blunder, plain and simple. To my accusing mother, I blurted out that I had      
liberated several peaches from the neighbor’s tree . . . “Because my friends were doing 
it.”   

      From the moment I said it, I knew I was doomed. Mom’s prosecutorial summation 
began with those words every eleven-year-old dreads – “If your friends jump off a cliff, would you jump, too?” 

Turns out it is not only eleven-year-olds who bend to social pressures. Our race is beset by a quickness to 
conform. Wherever two or more are gathered, someone starts bending to the prevailing wind. And we’ll 
climb on a bandwagon like we’ve never seen one before. How else can we explain humanity’s odd behaviors?  

Time was, everyone knew the earth was flat. And when it became known the world is round, no one ques-
tioned that earth is the center of the solar system. Just look up at the night sky. It’s obvious, right? Especially 
with most of human history saying so. The earliest non-conformists were excommunicated over this stuff. 

Pop culture offers plenty of evidence of lemming-like conformity. Hula hoops. Pet Rocks. Horoscopes. The 
Tide-pod challenge. Leisure suits, for goodness sakes. 

When my wife and I departed WY to serve with IMB in Asia, marijuana was putting people in prison. Upon our 
return, we found marijuana is putting people in the penthouse. Wall Street is abuzz (no pun intended) about 
marijuana stocks. Someone explain, please. 

That humans are capable of rational thought doesn’t mean we’ll set camp there. Truth is, the creation of 
group-think came right after the creation of group. Karl Marx did not invent the collective; it was really Adam 
and Eve.  

Conformity run amuck becomes a serious problem when it penetrates to our world view and spiritual founda-
tions.  

Several times in 1844, people called Millerites literally sat on their roofs watching for the return of Christ. 
The day and the hour were calculated anew after every disappointment. Finally, there was nothing 
left to do but form another denomination.  

How many things have been called the Mark of the Beast over the years? 666 is code for Nero. Or Mu-
hammad. Bill Gates, maybe?? Is 666 symbolic of microchip implants? Vaccines? Social Security num-
bers? That chomped Apple logo on your smartphone? The bar code on your deviled eggs from the 
deli at Safeway? Google any of these, and you will find a half million results. Or wait until next week’s 
new, improved explanation.  

The Southern Baptist Convention, born in ardent support of slavery, turned an equally blind eye toward 
other practices that seem inconceivable today. Some preachers took their pay in alcohol. Distilling 
whiskey was a legit bivocational pursuit for pastors. Smoking was heralded from the pulpit as good 
for one’s health. (No tour of my alma mater, Southwestern Seminary, is complete without seeing the 
painting of Founding President B. H. Carroll. Notice how his cigar and three fingers are now painted 
over. Carroll was a great man. Yes, he had a history of alcohol issues. Yes, he was divorced and remar-
ried. Yes, his church had women deacons about the same time WY gave women the right to vote. 
And yes, sentiments are fickle.)  

 

Continued on page 8  
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The Word warns us of false prophets who want to beguile us and lead us astray. There is a Deceiver loose in this 
world, and it is his for a time. He is powerful, and well-practiced. He is a liar who effectively fools whole popula-
tions of people. 

We should impose the weight of scripture on our every belief. Yet many do just the opposite, molding biblical 
interpretation to the contorted shape of their beliefs. They band together to reinforce each other. They sub-
scribe to echo chambers of conformity, loyal only to voices that labor to make oddity shine with a veneer of nor-
malcy.   

We should know what we believe, and why. We should be founded on the Word, influenced by the history of the 
Lord’s work to raise up His people from every nation, tongue and tribe. We should be wary of beliefs and loyal-
ties hatched in fear or anger. The joy of the Lord is our strength! The latest theory advanced by Dr. Crackpot, 
who makes his living selling ads directed at his gullible but adoring listeners? Not so much.  

Finally, it would be good to remember none of us aspire to be wrong. We’re trying hard to make sense of our 
world and discover a fruitful place for ourselves in it. If we draw the wrong conclusions, well, lots of people do. 
Even the smartest people in business, science and the military make colossal mistakes. Sometimes they try to 
prove their opinions, and if that fails, they may even falsify proof. That we should not do or tolerate. 

Here’s my hope for all. If you or I go to a friend and say, “I’ve changed my mind about the strong opinion I’ve 
held,” does our friend say, “Aha, I told you so, you have finally admitted how stupid you are!”? No! I hope our 
friend will say, “You were doing your honest best with difficult issues that cause us all to struggle. That you have 
changed your mind shows strength and honesty. That’s really admirable. I’m humbled and grateful to be your 
friend.”  

The smartest people of all are those who look to Jesus and refuse to become angry. They look to Jesus, who said, 
“You will have trouble in the world, but I have overcome the world.” They look to Jesus who cares for the spar-
rows and the flowers of the field. He promises better care to those who trust Him. He promises peace and broth-
erhood. He promises to guide us when we don’t know which way to turn. He promises to provide long after our 
provisions have run out. 

My hope is built on nothing less -- and nothing more -- than Jesus’ blood and righteousness!  

Pressures to Conform                                                                     Continued from page 7 


