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HORIZONS 
Our Universal Need 

By Quin Williams 
State Missionary 

 
In a recent national meeting I was 

attending, we were addressed by Paul 

Chitwood of the IMB along with other entity heads and 

national denominational leaders.  Each of them reported 

what their respective entity had accomplished over the 

past year and where they were heading.  I will say that the 

reports were quite positive and there is good reason to be 

optimistic about what Southern Baptists are getting done 

here and around the world. 

That is not to say all is well at the SBC.  The denomina-

tion itself is in a bit of a mess right now.  No one really 

knows how many of the issues will shake out.  But for 

now, our entities, overall are about their business and 

some good things are happening. 

But, this article is not about the health of the SBC.  Rather, 

it is about a point that Dr. Chitwood made in his presenta-

tion that all of us knew was accurate, but the urgency of 

this point is often overshadowed by the crises of the day.  

Dr. Chitwood, while pointing out a growing IMB budget, 

record or near record financial receipts, the appointment 

of new missionaries, and so forth, pointed out the greatest 

challenge that our missionaries face is the “lostness” that 

permeates each of their mission fields.   

Lostness is indeed the greatest need seen in any culture, 

society, nation, or people group.  There is nothing that 

compares.  Across our great state, there are many chal-

lenges.  There is the economy, there is the political cli-

mate, there is drug and alcohol abuse, there are more 

moral issues than we have time or space to list here.   

But, I think you and I can agree that all of these cultural needs 

are dwarfed by the vast spiritual need that engulfs every area 

of our society.  Here in Wyoming, just as across international 

mission fields, our greatest need and challenge is lostness.  

Indeed, lostness underpins every social challenge that was just 

listed or could be listed.  People without Christ are people who 

are confused, depressed, burned out, hopeless, and without 

direction.  This is not new.  It was the lostness that permeated 

His culture that Jesus addressed shortly after His Resurrection 

when He rendered the Great Commission. 

The Good News in all of this is that Jesus gave us the answer to 

lostness.  That answer is Jesus Himself.  It is Christ alone.  There 

is no other answer.  There is no other human need that is more 

basic.  I am not saying here that these social ills should not be 

addressed by the church today.  On the contrary, each of these 

needs fall at our doorstep and we need to address them and 

take them seriously.  However, these other needs cannot over-

shadow every person’s need for a personal and saving relation-

ship with Jesus Christ, the only Son of the Living God.  When a 

believer, a church, or a denomination shifts its focus away from 

the salvation of lost souls to any other emphasis, no matter 

how noble, their ability to meet the greatest need of humanity 

fades away.  History proves this to be true. 

So let us each commit ourselves to keeping our eye on the call-

ing that Jesus gave us.  Let us address the lostness that perme-

ates each of our communities.  Let us appropriately deal with 

these other issues that can and will arise before us.  But, let us 

never have far from our hearts these words of Jesus:  

“Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing 

them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 

Spirit, teaching them to observe all things that I have com-

manded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of 

the age.” 
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WSBMN Region Celebrations! 

Tim Millikin is the new pastor 

at Circle G Cowboy Church in 

Glendo. Tim is a rancher and a 

well drilling contractor. He 

and his wife Lisa have been 

long-time members of the 

church.  

On Friday, January 14, First 

Southern Baptist Chapel in    

Glenrock celebrated Jim (and 

Colleen) Ritter's 40th anniversary 

as pastor. They are a very special 

couple. Shown are Jim Ritter and 

Fred Creason.   

 

Mark and Bridget Mitchell 

have just arrived on the field. 

Mark is the new replanter of 

the Westside Baptist Church 

in Gillette.  

 

Rev. Larry Bartlett passed away on February 21, 2022.  

Larry was a long time pastor at Niobrara Southern Baptist 

Church in Lusk and also developed a strong ministry at the 

women’s prison there.   

Northeast—Fred Creason 

West—Dale Bascue 

South—David Schroeder 

Memorial Baptist Church in Wheatland baptized 3 on 
Jan 10th. 

Agape Baptist Church in Cheyenne is pastorless with the 
resignation of Eric Wiseman. 

Pastor Ken Peterson recently retired from Iron Mountain 
Country Church in Cheyenne.   The church has called Eric 
Wiseman to be interim pastor. 

Trinity Baptist Church unveiled new monitor screens, 
speakers and system-wide fiber optic on Jan 9th. Trinity 
recently had several baptisms.  The LMCO total was 
above goal. John Mattingly is pastor. 

Emmanuel Baptist Church in Rock Springs finished the 
inside work on their sanctuary build! They recently 
crossed over 100 in worship again for the first time since 
covid impacted member attendance and employment. 
Dave Brown is pastor. 

Rev. Dennis Elmer Fish, age 72, passed 
away on Tuesday, January 11, 2022. 

Dennis and Rosilyn faithfully served in 
Casper, Wyoming with the Oil Field 
Ministries through the Wyoming South-
ern Baptist Mission Network. During his 
mission work, Dennis became an      

ordained minister and pastored Bairoil Community Church in 
Bairoil, Wyoming.   

In January Larry Wilke was called to be the pastor of 

Mountain Grace Church in Dubois. 

Shown below: February 13, 2022 Pastor/Planter John 
Scudder led the people of the Wind River Church, in          
Shoshoni, Wyoming in a special time of dedication as 
those attending the church plant made the commitment 
to church membership.   

PRAY for the Harvest 

Thank you for praying for churches seeking God’s 

direction for a new pastor. 
 

David Schroeder, South Region:   

First Southern Baptist Church, Hanna 

Agape Baptist Church, Cheyenne 

Iron Mountain Country Church, Cheyenne* 

 

Fred Creason, Northeast Region: 

Iglesia Bautista Principe de Paz, Casper 

Big Horn Baptist Church, Buffalo 

Ft. Laramie Country Church, Ft. Laramie 

 

Dale Bascue,  West Region: 

 Warm Valley Baptist Church, Pavillion 

 

*Served by interim  
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The Divine-Human Partnership 
By Don Whalen, Church Planting Strategist 

 

Jesus began his public ministry with the announcement, “repent, for the kingdom 
of heaven is at hand,” (Matt. 4:17).  Through the Savior’s incarnation, the kingdom 
of God has come near, within our grasp and within our ability to experience.  The 
Kingdom announcement included an invitation, “Repent,” turn from sin and come 
to Jesus.  It was, and is, an invitation to participate in kingdom citizenship, to join 
Him in the Kingdom’s purpose as partners in the Kingdom’s mission. 

Jesus alone could provide for our redemption through his life, death and resurrection, but the 
Father invites and welcomes a host of repentant partners to join Him in the kingdom mission.  It’s an 
invitation to partnership and participation. 

How does the kingdom of God transform our world?  How does God feed the hungry and 
clothe the naked?  How does He set captives free?  How does He spread the Good News from an 
empty tomb to the ends of the earth?  Through people!   People who once were spiritually dead but 
have experienced the living Lord and now willingly and passionately participate in sharing the Gospel 
of the Kingdom of God.   

God has chosen to work through people.  People in love with Him, surrendered to Him, a peo-
ple who willingly allow Him to live in them and work through them with Kingdom purpose.  What 
makes this partnership magical is that He chooses to work through people like you and me. 

The celebrated South African human rights activist, Bishop Desmond TuTu said, “For whatever 
reason, since humankind showed up on the scene, God does nothing without a human partner.”   

We certainly see the truth of this lived out in the scriptures.  God chose to use a stuttering 
shepherd named Moses to lead God’s chosen people out of Egyptian slavery.  David, the young ob-
scure shepherd boy became Israel’s king and from his offspring the Messiah would be born.  Mary 
humbly offered the hospitality of her womb as the first residence for the Savior.  A young boy offered 
his meager sack lunch of loaves and fishes to Jesus, who fed a multitude with it.  And the disciples, 
who always seemed to miss the point and head in the wrong direction, were still used by God to 
launch a Gospel movement that is still turning the world upside down. 

 It is a mystery why God would choose to use us, repentant sinners, as the means and agents 
of His kingdom purpose, but He does.  We’ve been called to straddle two realms, to be citizens of 
God’s kingdom who also live in a broken world.   While we live as citizens of the kingdom of God, we 
also live firmly in this world as image bearers of our King, representatives of His Kingdom, channeling 
His love, mercy, and grace.   

 As we humbly surrender to, and serve our King, He fills us with His presence, His supernatural 
love, and divine power, and in the mystery of the kingdom partnership, we become His hands, His 
feet, His voice as we partner with the Savior to bring hope to a broken world.   

In this partnership, our lives become an active, animated prayer for transformation of our 
broken world:  “Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in Heaven,” (Matt. 6:10). 
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January 2022 -- Six volunteers from Wyoming deploy to Boulder, CO to help Disaster Relief  

 

Steve Burtoft, Maynard Brown, and Cas (Clarence) 
Seago from Powell, WY, along with Kevin Ewoldt, 
Kris and Adalee Sexson from Glenrock, WY started 
off their 2022 New Year by deploying with our     
Wyoming & Colorado Disaster Relief to help those 
whose homes have been destroyed by the fires at 
Boulder, CO. 

 Here is how Cas described it upon returning home to process what he 
had experienced. 

I got a reality check about life the last week and a half, and I 
asked myself many times what would I do if I lost everything but the clothes on my back.  Southern Baptists have a pro-
gram called Disaster Relief where people from Baptist churches come to an area that has had a disaster. The people 
pay their way there and bring what they need to sleep on. A church opens its doors for housing. I just got back from 
Colorado where fire had destroyed many houses. People from at least 10 states had come to help home owners find 
what they could in the ashes.  

Boulder is "environmentally sensitive" so we were told the land owners could tell us where to look for some-
thing but we could not move anything but ashes. When a devastated home owner meets you at their property you do 
everything you can to find what they value, including moving big stuff. The first thing I noticed was 10 inch steel I 
beams that were bent so the top on one end was the bottom on the other. Then the owner would tell us what floor of 
their 2 story house and about where in the basement their treasure would have landed as the only thing left standing 
were the basement walls. We would then sift for what they wanted.  

Sadly, we found very little left. Fire proof safes were totally gone. 

Gun cabinets protected nothing. We sifted everything we could at one house and found nothing. The lady who owned 
the house did not want to give up, so she borrowed a shovel and looked herself where her fireproof boxes should have 
been, and where we too had sifted.  The boxes were destroyed, but as I sifted what little she was able to get out from 
between big stuff, we found 2 rings. Tears came as she put them on her fingers as that was all that was left.  

At another house they were able to grab some photo albums on the way out. Another house had a family of 4 
who could not drive out so they ran across an open area to get on a four lane road and safety.  

To see the fire on TV along with what I knew from my firefighting 
days was one thing, but reality hits when you see devastation like 
Boulder and you talk with the land owners as you look in a hole of 
bent metal and ashes that used to be their house, their car, their life. 
In your mind put 2 story houses within feet of each other as you look 
at the pictures I have shared with you.  Put yourself in my shoes as I 
look in the basement of what use to be someone’s home. Yes, there 
was snow and the high temps ranged from 26 to 45 over the 
timespan we were there.  

The difficult question at each of the 200+ houses that we got done 
during that time, with over 400 still left to sift, was, “When do you 
quit digging and move on?”  As more people came the ones of us 

that went home were left with a lot of thoughts. The work will continue for about another month then Boulder is kick-
ing everyone out to spray everything. Must be to stop air pollution, I guess. (Cas) 
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2022 WSBMN Calendar of Events  
 

March 
3-5 South Region Senior Pastor & Wives Retreat, 
 Saratoga Hot Springs Resort  
6-13 Week of Prayer for NAMB Annie Armstrong 
 Easter Offering 
10-12 Church Planter and Wives Retreat, Dubois, Mt 
 Grace 
22 Send Network Wyoming Summit, Casper,           
 Hilton Garden Inn 
April 
1-2 Preacher School, Casper, Boyd Ave 
5-6 Denver Planter Assessment Retreat 
7 Administrative Team Meeting, WSBMN,          
 3:00 pm  
8 Executive Board Meeting, WSBMN, 10:00 am 
8-9 Vacation Bible School Clinic, Mountain View 
 Baptist Church, Mills 
17 EASTER 
18 WSBMN Resource Center Closed; Easter 
 Holiday 
21 South Region Executive Board Meeting, TBD   
22-23 Youth Evangelism Conference, TBD  
27 Support Staff Appreciation Day 
28-30 OASIS, Casper, Ramkota 
 
May  
8 Mother’s Day 
14 Gateway Seminary CLD Graduation Denver, CO 
16 June Horizons deadline (June, July, Aug)   
30 WSBMN Closed, Memorial Day 
 
June  
12-15 SBC Annual Meeting, Anaheim, CA  
19 Father’s Day  
19-24 Training Camp, Mt. Top Baptist Assembly  
 
July 
1-3 Hispanic Family Camp, Mt. Top Baptist Assembly 

3 Northeast Region Picnic, Mt. Top Baptist           
 Assembly 
4 Independence Day / WSBMN Closed 
11-15 Kid’s Camp, Mt. Top Baptist Assembly 
17-23 High School National Finals Rodeo, Gillette WY 
18-23 Summit Youth Camp Week 1, Mt. Top Baptist    
 Assembly 
25-30 Summit Youth Camp Week 2, Mt. Top Baptist 
 Assembly 
31-8/5 CEF Youth Challenge, Mt. Top Baptist Assembly 

Every dollar 

given to the 

Annie         

Armstrong 

Easter  

Offering   

supports        

thousands of 

missionaries 

across the 

U.S. and  

Canada.  

2021/2022 WSBMN Cooperative       
Program Giving Update 

November  $29,696.26    76% of budget 

December  $22,347.83     57% of budget                

81% of budget for the year 2021 

January 2022      $38,530.47    96% of budget  
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Damaged beyond repair? Don’t you believe it! 

By David Schroeder, South Region Missionary  

The war wounds of the old cedar chest testified to a long and difficult history.  

Perhaps 90 years old, the still-original varnish on the chest was dull, nearly opaque. It was 

scratched up and water-stained. It had been bonked by a menagerie of brooms, sweepers and 

vacuum cleaners. Active children had crashed against it countless times. The chest had en-

dured decades of soupy Gulf Coast humidity. Probably it had been on the receiving end of, 

well, what tomcats can be counted on to do. In other words, this cedar chest had character. Maybe more character than 

it was worth. 

The echoes of family history say it had been given as a “hope chest.” A young girl on the threshold of adulthood would 

receive such a glory box for keeping clothes and collectables, in anticipation of future marriage. It was her prized posses-

sion. Then, as the mill of time grinds on, the treasures within begin to whisper less about the future, and more and more 

of remembrance. The warm, spicy aroma of cedar wafts out gently when the lid is lifted. There’s a photo album, which 

cracks stiffly. Old linens, yellowed with age. A baby’s hospital blanket. A fragile Teddy bear, looking like some grim mis-

take of taxidermy. Report cards. An old high school yearbook, and another, dated nearly 20 years later. A cigar box cra-

dling silver dollars and dated jewelry. War pins. Discharge papers from the service. A Purple Heart. A family Bible, with 

joys and departures dutifully recorded therein. 

My wife’s mother received this cedar chest in the usual way – as a gift from her mother. In the lid, the pencil-scrawled 

price can still be read -- $25. For so long it sat at the foot of the bed where Carla’s parents held each other in the night. 

Little Carla occasionally slept on that chest, comforted to be near her parents against the shadows. Then came that aw-

ful day when one parent would never, ever come home again. Still the chest stayed at the foot of the bed, as if keeping 

watch. For another 48 years, it was so. I cherish the memory of that priceless evening when mother and daughter went 

through the treasures in that chest. Mostly, I was a rapt observer as they recounted God’s grace and goodness to the 

family. But then, when Carla’s mother passed away, the last of her generation, Carla and I were living on a shore far 

away. The chest was moved to storage in a CONEX in north Texas. All but forgotten, it was a repository for naught but 

dust and mud-dauber nests.   

Today, this cedar chest has found its way to the third generation. Carla and I recently made the long pilgrimage to Texas, 

our first in three years. Carla’s brother has a nice wood shop. Among we ministerial Bohemians, a wood shop is rare. We 

preachers tend toward more portable hobbies. Both Carla and I dove in, furiously making sawdust every way possible. 

And then the cedar chest, baking for years in that shipping container, was remembered. Would I like to refinish it?  

You know where the story goes next. Once looking like a derelict beyond salvage, the glory of the cedar chest was re-

vealed again by vigorous sanding and fresh varnish. Carla’s cedar chest is now the centerpiece of our living room in 

Laramie. You should stop by and see it sometime. 

Carla’s cedar chest also stands as a parable in my heart. There is another, grander restoration project that brings a lump 

to the throat of every saved soul. Each of us was wrecked until God stepped in. We are, apart from Christ, simply filthy 

with sin. We are defaced, stained, abused and neglected. We’ve been exploited, and have conspired against ourselves 

most destructively. When we honestly examine ourselves, it’s easy to feel damaged beyond repair.  

But God! God, Master of Restoration, still sees in us His own image. He put it there at Creation. We still have in us an 

ultimate preciousness God treasures and works to reveal anew. So who told you you’re not beautiful? Don’t you believe 

it! Every one of us is beautiful, underneath, in this unsurpassable way. What’s more, as God is redeeming us, we have 

been gathered into churches, Regions, and our Network, a unique display of God’s beautiful handiwork.  

No, we’re not perfect. But we’re not damaged beyond repair. No, in Christ, we’re being repaired beyond damage!  
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2022 STATE VBS CLINIC 

April 8-9, 2022
EARLY BIRD PRIZES --  Submit your church’s registration form by March 25th and your church will be entered into a drawing for a 

Super Duper Sized Backdrop.  However, later registrations and walk-ins are always welcomed.   
So, come join in this year’s “Spark Studio” training at the 2022 VBS clinic! 

WSBMN churches-  
watch your mail for all 

the details!! 

Remember, your Lifeway VBS 
materials must be ordered 

through the Lifeway Bookstore 
website lifeway.com/vbsquickorder  

http://lifeway.com/vbsquickorder

