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HORIZONS 

 

March 2023 

The Necessity of Accuracy 
By Quin Williams 
State Missionary 

Our people should test what we say from our pulpits.  

Some cults have developed when people missed the 

heart of truth by just a little bit.  A small error in doctrine 

can be a horrible thing.  We cannot be satisfied with al-

most getting it right.  Let me show you a simple illustra-

tion: 

Got Hof do lobrf yjr eotlf yjsy Jr hsbr id Jid p,;u Dp, yjsy 

ejpdprbrt    nr;orbryj om Jim epi;f mpy [rttodj niy jsbr 

rbrt ;sdyomh ;ogr/ 

This is John 3:16 typed with my fingers just one space 

off.  Notice, I didn’t miss it far, just one space.  Surely, a 

small inaccuracy like this can be overlooked and can do 

no harm.  I was soooo close to getting it right.  But you 

see, a small inaccuracy like this can take the profound 

truth of the Gospel and make it unrecognizable.   

Get my point?  When we who preach the Word of God 

to His Church, miss it just a bit, it can soon become so 

distorted that it is completely unrecognizable.  My typing 

teacher in high school would have given me an F- for 

turning in a typing project like this.  The result of inaccu-

rate doctrine, theology, or application can be even more 

harmful.  This is true because of the importance of what 

we do in pulpits every Sunday.  We cannot take this re-

sponsibility and privilege lightly.  Our folks are depending 

on us to get it right.  They are trusting us to get it right.  

We must get it right.  We owe this to our churches.  We 

owe this to our Lord.  Let us work just a bit harder and 

be sure that we give our people the accuracy that they 

expect and deserve. 

In many areas of life, we would agree 

that there is a great need for accuracy.  

When hunting, we need to have our guns sighted in.  We 

need to place an accurate and humane shot, so that the 

animal we have harvested is quickly dispatched and easily 

recovered.  We want our doctors to be accurate when 

they diagnose us.  In our communications with others, we 

prefer that another person’s statement to us be accurate, 

as well as our understanding of that statement.  When 

flying, we want our pilot to be accurate when he lands 

our airplane. 

While we agree that accuracy is important in many areas 

of our lives, we must understand that when we preach 

the Word of God, accuracy is of utmost important.  To 

almost get it right, isn’t good enough.  We need to care-

fully study the Word, spend time in prayer, consult com-

mentaries, and use whatever means we have available to 

not only accurately understand the Bible, but to accurate-

ly communicate that understanding to those who are 

trusting us to give them a word from God.  We have to 

understand that history is full of people, some of them 

well intended, who tried hard, but just got it wrong.  This 

is why the Bible tells us to test the spirits.  Old Testament 

people were told to test the prophets.  We are to test the 

words of people who preach to us, to be sure that their 

words are true and accurate.    
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WSBMN Region Celebrations! 

West—Dale Bacue 

Set Free Church, Riverton, held a Christmas outreach 

on December 18 at the Fremont County Fairgrounds. It 

was estimated that between 600 and 700 people 

attended. Toys and clothes were given out. The church 

provided soup and sandwiches to all who attended. The 

gospel was shared with several people and many were 

prayed for. Pastor Paul Morrison of the Hudson Com-

munity Church in Hudson brought a message from Ro-

mans 1. Richard Mills is pastor. 

PRAY for the Harvest 

Thank you for praying for churches seeking God’s direc-

tion for a new pastor. 

 

South Region:   

First Southern Baptist Church, Hanna 

Hilltop Baptist Church, Green River* 

North Cheyenne Baptist Church, Cheyenne Unity* 

Missionary Baptist Church, Cheyenne 

 

Fred Creason, Northeast Region: 

Cambria Community Church, Newcastle 

Crossroads Baptist Church, Douglas 

Ft. Laramie Country Church, Ft. Laramie 

Iglesia Bautista Principe de Paz, Casper 

Lifeway Church, Torrington* 

 

Dale Bascue,  West Region: 

 Fellowship Baptist Church, La Barge 

 

*Served by interim  

Morning Star Baptist Church, Alpine, will be having a 

commissioning service for Swan Valley Christian Fellow-

ship. They are committing to supporting this new work 

in Swan Valley, Idaho. This will be the second new 

church Morning Star has supported over the last few 

years, having been the main sponsor for Berean Bible 

Fellowship in Afton. Warren Jones is pastor. 

Lander Valley Baptist church vandalized;  

community comes together to clean up  

By Vince Tropea  Originally Published on county10.com  

  December 21, 2022 

(Lander, WY)– The Lander Valley Baptist Church was van-

dalized yesterday, December 20, with many areas on the 

building itself and surrounding grounds being covered in 

various drawings and vulgarities. 

“Just because you disagree with someone, doesn’t mean 

you treat them poorly,” commented Pastor Shannon Ar-

nold. 

The vandalism was discovered by Shannon’s wife Rachel 

while they were driving around yesterday morning pre-

paring Christmas baskets for those in need. Arnold went 

on to say that the Lander Police Department has been 

informed, and are already looking into potential suspects. 

Arnold added that since posting about the incident on 

social media, he has experienced “tons community out-

reach,” and the graffiti has already been cleaned up. 

Precision Dirt Works volunteered their services for free 

according to Shannon, along with multiple individuals 

from other churches/denominations in town. 

“That is what represents our community,” Arnold said. 

Arnold also added that the church’s Christmas Eve and 

Christmas services will not be affected by the vandalism, 

and will still resume at 6pm on Saturday, and 10am on 

Sunday. 
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Missiologist David Bosch has said: “Mission is not primarily 

an activity of the church, but an attribute of God.” Bosch 

reminds us that our understanding of the mission of the 

church grows out of the missionary heart of God, (“Missio 

Dei”). As followers of Jesus, mission isn’t merely an activity of the church, it is the very heartbeat and work of God that 

he calls us and sends us to be about. The mission given to the church is a co-mission that connects the heart of God 

and His church with His work of redemption.  

The God of the Bible is on mission and because of His missionary heart, He is also a sending God. He sent Abraham, 

commanding him to leave everything familiar behind and go to a land of promise where he and his descendants would 

bless the world through obedience (Gen. 12:1-3). God sent Joseph into Egypt where in spite of his brother’s cruelty, he 

saved the Hebrew people from famine (Gen. 45:4-8). God sent Moses to deliver His oppressed people from Pharaoh's 

slavery (Ex. 3:10). God sent a procession of prophets with words of warning and promise to Israel. God’s supreme act 

of sending was the sending of His Son, “when the time had fully come, God sent forth his Son” as our redeemer (Gal. 

4:4-6). After the Son’s resurrection and ascension, on the day of Pentecost God sent His Spirit to fill and empower His 

people for the mission on His heart (Acts 2).  

The God of Mission is a sending God! And the one who was sent to redeem us from our sin is also sending us!  

In John 20:21 the Risen Lord appeared to the disciples in the upper room and extended a commission to His disciples 

that also includes us. Jesus made His mission our mission saying, “As the Father has sent me, even so I send you.”  

Paul David Tripp expressed it this way, “A God of grace makes his invisible grace visible by sending his people of grace 

to reflect his grace to people who need grace. So, God’s people of grace are driven to the throne of grace so that they 

can reflect his grace in the place where he calls them.”  

To make a kingdom difference in our world, in those places where we live, work and play, we must catch the heartbeat 

of God for a lost world. Adrian Rogers illustrated this truth when he shared his experience of seeing a newspaper pho-

to of a grown woman who had her ear on the chest of a grown man. The man was not a relative of the woman, but he 

had received a heart transplant from the woman’s son. She was listening to the heartbeat of her own son. Said Rogers, 

“Would to God that he could put his ear upon our chest and hear the heartbeat of his Son.”  

The heartbeat of the Son of God is for a world in desperate need of His redeeming love and restorative grace. Jesus 

models His mission for His church through humble service, “The son of man… came not to be served but to serve, and 

to give his life a ransom for many” (Mark 10:45). He set the example for His sent people as He “preached,” proclaiming 

the good news of the Kingdom, “taught” of the coming of and the nature of the Kingdom of God, “served” as He fed 

hungry mouths, washed dirty feet, healed the sick and comforted the broken hearted and restored the dead to life. 

But the ultimate fulfillment of the mission was on the cross where He demonstrated the Good News of God’s love, 

mercy and forgiveness for all sinners who in faith and repentance surrender to Him as Savior and Lord.  

 

We are a people sent by God to love as Jesus loved, to serve as Jesus served and to pick up our cross 
dying to “self,” (Luke 9:23  ) and living life “on mission.”  “As the Father has sent me, even so I send you.”   

 

   A People Sent By God... 

   By Don Whalen 
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                                 ECC 

          At our WSBMN Annual Meeting 

in Riverton last November, our Network 

voted to retain the Steinle Counseling 

and Consulting Service as our Ethics 

Compliance Consultant.  This began on 

January 1, 2023.  The various tools for 

reporting (a website for WY churches to 

log into as needed, a hotline, local train-

ing on how to receive reports, ongoing 

training products, and so forth) are un-

der construction.  Some are ready now 

and others will be implemented upon 

completion.  The ways to access these 

will be made available to all of our 

churches.  Continue to watch for further 

details or call the WSBMN Resource 

Center for more information. 

 

It is with much excitement that the announcement can be made, that the           

Executive Board has extended a call (which he accepted) to Matt Maestas to be-

come our South Region Missionary.  Matt grew up in Green River, attended Casper 

College, graduated from Tabor College in Hillsboro, Kansas and earned a Master of 

Divinity from Midwestern Seminary in Kansas City. 

He has been an associate pastor, the pastor of a church he helped plant, interim pastor, and for the last 12 

years a Church Planting Catalyst for the North American Mission Board. 

His starting date is still to be determined. 

 

South Region Missionary 

News 
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April 21-22nd       $10 

Boyd Avenue Baptist Church 

Casper, WY 

Deadline for registration is April 3rd 
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Every dollar given to the            

Annie Armstrong Easter Offering  

supports thousands of missionaries 

across the U.S. and  Canada.  

Spring 2023 Sunday school samples  

are available at WSBMN for your 

viewing  

 Explore the Bible                        

        (Book by book study) 

 

          Bible Studies for Life  

    (Topical Studies) 

    

 Gospel Project                  

Missionaries with Wyoming Roots 

The Wyoming LIFT (Love In Financial Terms) 

Fund is a fund from local Wyoming dona-

tions. It is Wyoming expressing love and in-

terest through monetary support of those 

who have devoted their lives to missions. 

Promotion is provided through the work of 

the WSBMN. Recipients are IMB missionar-

ies who are called into missions while living 

in Wyoming and are a member of a WSBMN 

affiliated church. 

Please remember to pray for these mission-

aries throughout the year. 

  

*LB in Africa. Birthday is March 14. 

*MV in South Asia. Birthday is April 28. 

*CC in South America. Birthday is August 8. 

*CC in South America. Birthday is November 6. 

*MT in the Middle East. Birthday is November              

     22. 

*BA in South Asia. Birthday is December 11. 

 

**The Lottie Moon offering that was taken up 

last month went towards missionaries like these. 

There is a limited supply of Week of 

Prayer DVDs. They are available on 

a first come– first serve basis. 

Now is a great time to update your 

pray guides, envelopes, and poster 

amounts for your church. 
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     2023 STATE VBS CLINIC 

EARLY BIRD PRIZES --  Submit your church’s registration form by April 3rd and your church will be entered into a 

 drawing for a Super Duper Sized Backdrop.  However, later registrations and walk-ins are always welcomed.   

 

WSBMN churches-  
watch your mail for all 

the details!! 

Remember, your Lifeway VBS    

materials must be ordered 

through the Lifeway Bookstore 

Website lifeway.com/vbsquickorder  

PREACHER 

SCHOOL 

April 28-29, 2023 

Free Preaching Workshop 
 

For Bi-vocational Pastors,  
Lay-Preachers, and Speakers 

Training:  Calvary Church, 1851 Chara Ave, Gillette, WY 

Lodging:  Holiday Inn Express, 1908 Cliff Davis Dr., Gillette WY 

 

5:00pm Friday – Supper 

3:00pm Saturday - Conclude 

  For more info or to register contact 

   Don Whalen 

 At 307 251-3758 or whalen@wyomingsbc.org 

CASPER 
 

FRIDAY  
5 pm    REGISTRATION 
5:30     DINNER 
6:15  SESSION 1 
 
SATURDAY  
8:45 am   SESSION 2 
NOON     DISMISS 

So, come join in this year’s “Twist & Turns” training at the 2023 VBS clinic! 
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2023 WSBMN Calendar of Events  

 

March 

5-12 Week of Prayer for NAMB Annie Armstrong 
 Easter Offering 
5-12 Send Network Wyoming Summit, Casper,           
 Hilton Garden Inn 
9-11 Church Planter and Wives Retreat, Lander 
 Holiday Inn  
 

April 

9  Easter  
10  WSBMN Resource Center Closed; Easter 

 Holiday 
13 Administrative Team Meeting, WSBMN,          
 3:00 pm  
14  Executive Board Meeting, WSBMN, 10:00 am 
14-15 Collegiate Ministries Directors’ Planning  
 Retreat, Casper WSBMN 
14-15 Vacation Bible School Clinic, Mountain View 
 Baptist Church, Mills 
21-22 Youth Evangelism Conference, Boyd Avenue 
25-26 Denver Planter Assessment Retreat 
28-29 Preacher School, Calvary Gillette 
29 Gateway Seminary CLD Graduation Denver,   
 

May  

4-6 OASIS, Casper, Ramkota 
14 Mother’s Day 
15 June Horizons deadline (June, July, Aug)   
29 WSBMN Closed, Memorial Day 
 

June  

11-14 SBC Annual Meeting, New Orleans  
18 Father’s Day  
23-25 Hispanic Family Camp, Mt. Top Baptist Assembly 
 

July  

4 Independence Day / WSBMN Closed 
10-14 Kid’s Camp, Mt. Top Baptist Assembly 
16-22 High School National Finals Rodeo, Gillette WY 
17-22 Summit Youth Camp Week 1, Mt. Top Baptist    
 Assembly 
24-29 Summit Youth Camp Week 2, Mt. Top Baptist 
 Assembly 
30-8/4 CEF Youth Challenge, Mt. Top Baptist 
 Assembly 

2022/20223 WSBMN Cooperative        

Program Giving Update 

    November  $23,002.22   57% of monthly budget 

     December  $39,296.13  98% of monthly budget  

78.06% of budget for the year 2022                                       

January 2023 $28,409.25      82% of budget 

Monthly need is $34,446 

2023 WSBMN State Mission Offering        

Monthly Giving Update 

January       $15,565.73      

Our State Mission Offering is one of best ways to be 

a financial supporter of the ministries our Network 

does cooperatively across Wyoming.  These funds 

underwrite ministries which include, but are not lim-

ited to: Collegiate Ministries, Mountain Top Baptist 

Assembly, Hispanic leadership development, local 

seminary training (CLD/Advance), and Wyoming 

Church Planting. 

It is thrilling to report that the 2022 State Mis-

sion Offering was $96,485.  This is an increase 

over the previous year of 12.5%.  Thank you 

Wyoming Southern Baptists!  Your commit-

ment to the ongoing ministries we are doing 

across our state is evidenced by the generosity 

of your giving to this special offering. 


